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12: Handmade Suet Balls 


Help your birds. ‘ “FREE 
this winter. FEEDER 


Switch to a 
Jacobi Jayne Suet Balls = 


“Come winter, every calorie counts. As birds start carbo-loading for ie cold q 
nights ahead, now’s the time to offer them suet for the ultimate energy 


Here’s a word of warning before you buy: not all suet balls are created 
equal. Many brands are bulked out with low-nutrition filles — even sand. 
They're often hard, dry and light in weight. And that means you won't be giving 
feeding birds maximum help when natural food supplies are scarce. 


Jacobi Jayne has raised the bar with these fabulous suet balls. Each'@ne’s 
hand-made to a special recipe that includes beef tallow loaded with good 
stuff like sunflower seeds, cereal flakes, peanut pieces and 
mineral rich shell grit. 


Weighing a full 100g each, Jacobi —_- 
Jayne's Suet Balls are the perfect ¥% 
winter feeding supplement. 

They're quite simply the best I've seen. 


LIVING 
sm), Nick Ber SSBIRDS 


TV naturalist wikdite starts 1 your back warden 
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Order online today a ae 
Mr/Mirs/Miss/Ms 

livingwithbirds.com/suet for the fastest delivery or Address 
® Call 0800 072 0130 
® Send the order form to Jacobi Jayne ts) 

FREEPOST 11 55, Herne ee ta Ne mi Postcode Telephone mobic kuawake wea 
Quote code GIJAN to claim your FREE feeder when ' Special instructions 

\ ‘you order online or by phone PAYMENT METHOD 


1) | enclose a cheque/PO for £ made payable to Jacobi Jayne & Company. 
© Please debit my card (Visa/Visa Debit/Mastercard/Maestro/Solo) by the above amount. 


Card Number | | | | | | | | 


12 Jacobi Jayne 100g Premium Suet Balls 

36 Jacobi Jayne 100g Premium Suet Balls 

72 Jacobi Jayne 100g Premium Suet Balls 
Bird Lovers” Suet Ball Feeder - free with every order 
Post & packing 


Expires / Valid from / Issue No | 


Signature 


Grand total | 


* plus £2.75 P&P Tick this box if you don't want to receive mailings from anyone other than us. 


editor's letter 


I’m a firm believer in the importance of 
celebrating the seasons, however, come 
January I can’t resist daydreaming about 
the warmth of summer days, journeys to 
wonderful gardens (that are not hidden 
beneath the sparkle of frost, beautiful as 
that may be) and the promise contained 


» 


within the packets of seeds sitting in shoeboxes on my shelves. 
So this issue, we taking a whirlwind tour of the globe, looking 
at gorgeous gardens to inspire and delight: from the exquisite 
plantings at Pettifers in Oxfordshire (page 28) to the 
extraordinary Park of Monsters in Italy (page 36); from one 
man’s personal paradise in the Carribean (page 42) to a serene 
Provencal garden (on page 60 — can’t you almost smell the 
lavender?). We also travel to Bhutan on a planthunting 
expedition with celebrated photographer Andrew Lawson 
(page 66) and — closer to home — discover 20 places to stay 
with great gardens (page 78), including hotels, b&bs and 
self-catering. As well as all this we look at some of the 

most exciting annuals to sow this year (page 46). And if 
youre looking to escape your job and thinking about 
becoming a garden designer, see page 98 for our guide to 

the many and varied options available. So turn the pages 


and enjoy a brief break from winter. | \> 


Wishing you a very happy New Year, 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


FERGUS GARRETT ROY LANCASTER 
Plantsman and head Plantsman, p 
gardener at Great and regular BBC 
Dixter in East Sussex. 


Visit a self-taught gardener's 
personal paradise in the 
Caribbean on page 42. 


a 
«photographer's picture- 
perfect garden on page 60. 


ALYS FOWLER 
Gardener, author and 
presenter of BBC 
Gardeners’ World. 
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Out of the blue Photographer Guy Hervais’s 
picture-perfect gardens, set among the olive 
groves and lavender fields of Provence 

Key to the loch Wild flowers soften a remote 
Highland garden designed by Jinny Blom 
Vision of paradise |Isfahan's ancient water 
gardens provide a soothing retreat from 

the sweltering heat of the city centre 

Find a bed among the borders 20 great 

UK getaways for gardeners 
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lovely plants that live fast and die young 
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Atelier 


garden studios 


BASED UPON TODAY'S LIFESTYLE 
DESIRES, AND A DEMAND FOR 
DISTINCTLY MODERNIST SPACES, 
ATELIER PROVIDES A SERIES OF 
SUBLIME FREESTANDING GARDEN 
STRUCTURES DESIGNED TO EXPRESS 
YOUR NEEDS AND INDIVIDUALITY. 


FOR YOUR FREE INFORMATION PACK CALL 0800 046 1296 
Please quote ref Gl www.atelierzone.com 


Contributors 


to be able to travel in Iran 
and see their tranquil, 
contemplative gardens.” 


“lam always intrigued 
by gardens made by 
photographers, such 
as Pavillon de Galon.” 


“Researching this feature 
has inspired me to visit 
more gardens — it's my 
new year's resolution.” 


“There's an element of 
urgency in annuals’ effort 

to out-perform competitors, 
as they live such short lives.” 


“It was an absolute privilege 


CAROLINE BECK 

Radio producer and garden 
writer Caroline says that her 
biggest achievement is not 
her broadcasting work, but 
creating a riverside allotment 
in an owl-haunted wood. 

She explores the ancient 
Iranian garden of Chehel 
Sotoun on page 76. 


KIRSTY FERGUSSON 
Published widely across 
gardening titles and newspaper 
supplements, this Cornwall- 
based garden writer also 
organises tours for garden- 
lovers around southwestern 
France. She visits the garden 

of photographer Guy Hervais 
on page 60. 


SORREL EVERTON 
Gardening has always been 
entwined with Sorrel's life. One 
of her earliest memories is 
picking beans for her father and 
she has now finally developed her 
own tiny garden. The GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED deputy editor 
reveals her pick of places to stay 
with garden interest on page 78. 


LIEVE ADRIAENSENS 
Belgium-based Lieve has 
always had green fingers. In 
1993 she gave up a teaching 
profession to run a specialist 
nursery, Silene. Her collection 
of annual plants is now one of 
the best in Europe. She shares 
her expertise on the most 
beautiful annuals on page 46. 


contacts 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is a BBC Worldwide magazine, BBC Magazines Bristol 
BBC magazines is owned by the BBC and our profits are returned to the 
BBC for the benefit of the licence-fee payer. 


HERE'S HOW TO GET IN TOUCH WITH US 


PHONE 
fT UK 0844 844 0253 
USA/CANADA 1800 342 3592 (TOLL-FREE) 
REST OF THE WORLD +44 (0)1795 414721 


+44 (0)117 314 7440 


+44 (0)117 933 8072 


gardensillustrated@servicehelpline.co.uk 
gardens@bbcmagazines.com 


laurastanley@bbcmagazines.com 


UK GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Subscriptions, Dovetail 
Services, PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. 

USA/CANADA GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, PO Box 421133, 
Palm Coast, FL 32142-1133 USA. 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, 14th Floor, Tower House, 
Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN. 


EDITORIAL 
Editor Juliet Roberts 
Contributing editors Alys Fowler. Fergus Garrett, Carol Klein, 
Roy Lancaster & Dan Pearson 
Art editor David Grenham 
Deputy editor Sorrel Everton 
Deputy art editor Niki Goss 
Production editor Joe Pontin 
Editorial assistant Amy McNichol! 
Botanical adviser Dr Jarnes Compton 


ADVERTISING 
Advertisement director Caroline Herbert 
Display sales executive Laura Stanley 0117 933 8072 
Classified sales executive Lucy Moakes 
USA advertising representative Kate Buckley buckley@buckleypell.com 


INSERTS 
Laurence Robertson +353 876 902208 


CIRCULATION, MARKETING, PRESS & PR 


Newstrade manager Rob Brock 
Marketing manager Marie Spicer 
Marketing co-ordinator Aimee Rhymer 
Press officer Carolyn Wray 0117 314 8300 


PUBLISHING 
Chairman Peter Phippen 
Editorial director Nick Brett 
Managing director Andy Marshall 
Publisher Jemima Ransome 


SYNDICATION AND LICENSING 
Head of international development James Hewes 
Syndication manager |isa.bartlett-arnot@bbc.com 


PRODUCTION 
Production director Sarah Powell 
Production co-ordinator Emily Mounter 


EDITORIAL ADVISERS 
Stephen Anderton, garden writer, Rosie Atkins, RHS Council member; Jane Ellisan, commissioning 
editor. BBC Radio 4; Owen Gay, executive producer, BBC L&FE; Sarah Moors, executive producer, BBC Birmingharn; 
Rosemary Edwards, series producer, Gardeners’ World. Dr Nige! Taylor, head of horticulture and public education at 
The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew; Matthew Wilson, associate director of design, The Landscape Agency, 


Standard subscription rates: UK £47.40 per annum; Eire and Europe £49.97; rest of the world £59.97. 
Distribution Frontline, Peterborough. US distribution Source IPD/Speedimpex. Email inthquery@seymeurcouk 
Printed in the UK by William Gibbons Ltd. GARDENS ILLUSTRATED (ISSN 0968-8920) (USPS 015-08) January 201 | is published 
monthly by Beistol Magazines Ltd., 9th Moor, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 IBN, UK, Distributed in the US by Evergreen Marketing, 
116 Ram Cat Alley, Suite 201, Senoca, SC 29678-3263, Periodicals postage paid at Seneca, SC and additional mailing, offices. 
POSTMASTER: Send addiess changes to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, PO Box 421153, Palm Coast, PL 52142-1133 USA. 
Unsolicited manuscripts, artwork or transparencies are accepted on the understanding that the publahers incur ne lability foe their storage or return. 
The contents of this magazine are fully protected by copyright and may not be reproduced without permission. 

The GARDENS ILLUSTRATED cover is printed on 250ysmm Respecta Gloss produced in Belgiuen by Burgos the chirst chty filler is supplied from the UK. 
BBC Magazines is working io ensure that af of its paper is sourced from well-managed forests. This magazine can be recpded, for use in newspapers and packaging, 
Please remove any gifs, samples or wrapping and dispose of i at your local collection point. 

All prices are correct at time of going to press. 
© BBC Worldwide Led. 2011 M11 Member of the Audit Bureau of Circulation. ISSN @96#-8920 


Jan-Jun 2010 7 
33,453 ess] fa) \ 


Snowdrops as you've 
y 


never seen them b efore. 
- - 


de 


°, 


ormy House Snowdrop Tour; 
especially designed for garden lovers. 


From 16th to 19th February we will visit 
Batsford Arboretum, Rodmarton Manor and 
Colesbourne Park for personal guided tours with the head 
gardeners, and also visit the private Japanese garden at 
Farncombe Hill House in the company of award-winning 
garden designer Julian Dowle. 


Staying at the luxurious Dormy House, the tour includes 
three nights’ accommodation in a deluxe room, sumptuous 
breakfast, lunch and dinner each day with talks, travel to all 

gardens by private coach, admissions, private tour hostess and 
an exclusive after-dinner talk by Julian Dowle. 


The complete cost is £450 per person sharing. 


For reservations and more details, please contact 
Christine Anderson on 01386 852711 or email 
christine.anderson@dormyhouse.co.uk 
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www.dormyhouse.co.uk 


letters 


Have your say — we'd like to hear your views, so please write to us 
at: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, 9th Floor, Tower House, Fairfax Street, 
Bristol BS1 3BN, or email letters@gardensillustratedmagazine.com 


star letter 


Attracting visitors 

This summer | decided to grow cosmos in my 
garden for the sole purpose of attracting the 
hummingbird hawk-moth. I haven't seen one 
in years but a friend told me that cosmos is 


5 o 
Da GPs hawk-moth feeds 
y from tiny Echium 
: vulgare flowers. 


one of this moth’s favourite plants. British > 2 Lak ea 
gardens aren't always blessed with . ¥ 
spectacular wildlife; the grey squirrel, blue tits, 
blackbirds, sparrows and the common thrush 
blend into the fabric of the garden as if every one has been allocated the same collection of 
animals. Please don’t misunderstand me; I'm grateful for every wild visitor to my garden but 
sometimes a little bit of extra colour is needed. How thrilled | was, then, to find that my bid to 
attract the exotic succeeded. | waited all summer long, then in early October | was rewarded 


by a glimpse of this beauty, with its brilliant orange under-wing. Sadly, it didn’t hang round for 


long — 30 seconds and it was gone, but my wait was worth it. 


Peter Green, Essex 


EDITOR'S NOTE Have other readers discovered ingenious ways to attract wildlife into their gardens? 


Cemetery in Rangoon myself 
(pictured left). I was amazed at 
this immaculate, beautifully kept, 
tranquil space. The planting was 
entirely in keeping with the 
country. What more fitting 
memorial could there be to the 
soldiers who never came home? 

I don’t know if the CWGC 


Reader reports is aware of how much these WRITE TO 
Unsung garden heroes memorials still mean to families US & WIN 
I was interested to learn about today, but I for one would want to yim cio me 
David Richardson’s work with the —_ congratulate them for this ‘silent’ a be Hie : 


Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission and his comment 
that the military cemetery in 
Burma is his favourite (Who's 
who, issue 167, page 72). 

My father served with the 


gardening and to thank GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED for highlighting 
another interesting facet of 
horticulture. 

Doreen Wilson, by email 


Gloucestershire Regiment in Gardening challenges 
Burma in 1939-42. He spoke little In praise of chrysanths 
of the awful conditions he endured — What a delight to see the 


during the retreat to India, but he 
did speak lovingly of this beautiful 
country and its kind, polite people. 
In October 2007 I had the 
opportunity to visit the War 


much neglected but beautiful 
chrysanthemums in your Plant 
profile (issue 167, page 58). They 
are still difficult to find in the US, 
especially the decorative or ‘spoon’ 


a Nunki weeder and 
Mira trowel from 


Implementations 


together wortt 
For details 
mplementations 


co.uk 


ones, although daisy types such 
as ‘Clara Curtis’ and ‘Cambodian 
Queen’ are readily available. 

I look forward to the results of 
the RHS trials, and hope the best 
of them will also be available on 
this side of the pond. 

Whitney Keen, New Jersey, USA 
EDITOR’S NOTE Can any 

of our readers recommend a 
nursery in the USA with a wide 
selection of chrysanthemums? 


Gardening challenges 

Oh deer! 

Greetings from Ravenous Deer 
Country. (The earliest residents 
of St Simons Island, Georgia, the 
Guale Indians, undoubtedly had 
a different name for it, but this is 
how we northern transplants 
have come to know it.) 

Forget about sowing fields 
of wildflowers or enjoying 
freestanding roses and clematis. 
Within 24 hours, they will be 
chewed to a nub. I have to protect 
my precious plants in a small 
fenced-in area called ‘the nursery. 
Another solution is to stretch a 
fine netting over every living 
thing. A friend suggests that 
should I see a doe walking down 
the lane wearing a hairnet, I will 
know that it is one of mine. 

Every good gardener must 
mix a little ingenuity in with their 
potting soil. Charles and John 
Wesley, who preached on the 
island in the 1730s, had their veg 
gardens destroyed by deer. The 
fact remains, however, that they 
beat a hasty retreat back to 
England and one can only 
imagine them muttering to 

themselves, “That heat. Those 

insects. Those dratted deer!” 
Charlotte Dennis, St Simons 
Island, Georgia, USA 


We reserve the right to 
edit correspondence. 0 


The San Domenito Palace 
Hotel is set in pretty gatdens 
and overlooks Mount Etna. 


GARDENS OF SICIL 


Visit the gardens of Catania and Palermo on this exclusive 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED tour, from 28 May to 2 June 2011 


icily’s climate and rich soils allow an 


The tour price is £2,190 per person 
and includes accommodation, buffet 
breakfast, two evening meals and 
three lunches, with local wines. (If 


HELENA ATTLEE 

Your guide is the author of 
several books about Italian 
gardens. She lectures widely, 
writes for a number of 
magazines and newspapers, 
and has many year’s experience 
of leading garden tours in Italy. 


extraordinary range of plants to grow 
both in gardens and the landscape 
beyond them. This is a holiday for plant é 
: ; you wish to travel alone, the hotels 
lovers, who will encounter glorious 
levy a single supplement of £250 per 
person.) The tour price includes return 


flights from London Heathrow with 


collections of palms, succulents and an 


enormous variety of other exotic trees and 
plants, including those of the Orto Botanico Alitalia All earcien Visit siikaa 
: : ; A italia. All garden visits are conducte 
Palermo, which holds one of the most We will stay in two magnificent ‘ 
by Helena Attlee, garden writer and 


important botanical collections in the world. 
expert on Italian gardens. For more 


hotels: the Villa Igiea, with its opulent 


Our tour also visits a series of Art Nouveau interior, terraced gardens 


information or to book, please contact: 


fascinating private gardens set against the 
deep blue Tyrrhenian Sea, the lava-strewn 
slopes of Mount Etna and the orange 
groves of Catania. Everywhere we go you 
will meet passionate gardeners. In some of 
the gardens we visit you'll enjoy aperitifs 
and meals in the exotic surroundings of 
these baroque palaces and country villas. 


and swimming pool overlooking the Bay 
of Palermo; and in Taormina, where we 
will make our home at the superb San 
Domenico Palace Hotel, a converted 
15th-century monastery that combines 
the beauty of its own splendid gardens 
with wonderful views across the bay 

to Mount Etna.o 


BOXWOOD TOURS 

QUALITY GARDEN HOLIDAYS 
Rhiw, Llanbedr, Gwynedd LL45 2NT. 
TEL 01341 241717 FAX 01341 241712 


F 


\A 


cD 
WCE 


| mail@boxwoodtours.co.uk 
5| TE www.boxwoodtours.com 


This tour has been arranged exclusively for readers of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED by Boxwood Tours, Quality Garden Holidays, 
who are fully bonded with the Civil Aviation Authority, ATOL Number 9830. 


EST. 17 YEARS * OVER 25,000 MEMBERS » FREE HOTEL ROOMS... YOU ONLY PAY FOR YOUR MEALS! 


Imagine...free hotel rooms at over 350 Travel Offers Members only pay for dinner and breakfast with pricing 
| starting from just £23 per person. Your free hotel rooms are based on 
hotels throughout the UK and Ireland! When “oiler tl se el sells 
you become a Travel Offers Member you and Sts i ae 
embers receive a personalised Privilege Hotel Pass, valid for 
your partner can take as many breaks as yOu one year and their own copy of our ‘Directory of Free Hotel 
wish over 12 months. Members renew year Rooms.’ Our directory provides full details of our 350 partner 


é : Hotels, set in impressive locations, inicuding beautiful country 
after year due to the fantastic savings that — jouses, stunning manors and traditional inns. 


they make!* Please be re-assured that Trave! Offers is not a “dot-com” 
——— — . «ee business. Our Membership Team are here to ensure you get the 
best out of our service and to help you make great savings! 


- - C] 


To become a Member and pay by debit/credit card, please call our Membership Team on 
01507 617750 or just complete the order form below 


MEMBERSHIP ORDER FORM 
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Membership for 12 months 


Rooms Directory, Privilege Pa 


Address ee packing and handiirg 


CT] | enclose a cheque payable to Travel Offers. Please print your name and 
addrass on the reverse of the cheqne 


Home tel (inc area code) 


Email 


_Po stcode a Please send this order form with your cheque to: 


Travel Offers, Fairfield Centre, Louth, Lincs LN11 OLS 


* Membership is based on two people sharing = twic or double room 


* All hotel bookings sre subject to availability and in some cases, conditions may anply Please allow 14 days for delivery. Offer ends 30th June 2011 


*'You simply pay a published price for dinner and brea<fast and your room is entirely free 
Code XGARDEN11 


We promise not to pass on your persona! details to any 3rd parties 


R.V. Roger Ltd 


Nurserymen since 1913 


The North of Englands 
leading grower of trees, 
shrubs and hedging. 


Huge range of native and 
ornamental trees, formal and 
fruiting hedging, and hardy 
flowering shrubs. All grown 
using traditional methods in 
the Vale of Pickering, North 
Yorkshire. Third-generation 
family run nursery, with the 


From planning to planting : ; emphasis on plant quality and 
= . f first-class customer service. 
in half the time. The Nurseries, Pickering 


North Yorkshire YO18 7JW 


The READYHEDGE concept of ’ 
Tel: 01751 472226 


instant hedging delivers top-quality 
ready-spaced plants in one-metre troughs, 
reducing planting time by half. 


For more information or a stock list, 
phone 01386 750585 
visit www. readyhedgeltd.com 
or email simon@readyhedge.com 


READYHEDGE 


READY-SPACED, READY TO PLANT, READY WHEN YOU ARE. 


cheeky 


monkey Bp anol ds 


tree houses 


Lifetime Guarantee 


imitated By Many, Bettered By None 
re 


s and all good garden centre 


Available from Wyevale 
all 01167 r your nearest stockist 


FELCO 


SWISS 4B MADE 


Geranium ‘Eureka Blue’ — 
good drought tolerance. 


Digitalis*Polkadot Bipba’ 2 4 


er8ws to 80cm tall. 
~ 


Media 


TELEVISION 


+ Life in a Cottage Garden Carol Klein's 


NEW FOR 2011 
Plant specialist 
Hayloft has some 
notable additions 
to its catalogue 
for 2011. Look 
out for Geranium 
‘Eureka Blue} a 
long flowerer with 
large blue blooms; 
Digitalis “Polkadot 
Pippa with 
flowers in apricot 
and pink; Geum 
‘Mai Tai’ with 
pretty ruffled 
burgundy buds 
opening to rich 
apricot blooms. 
More information 
on 01386 554440 
or www.hayloft- 
plants.co.uk 


LOOK OUT FOR 


* Monty's Italian Gardens Monty Don 
discovers some of Italy's best loved and 
most influential gardens. Transmission 


new six-part series follows the gardening 


year at her home Glebe Cottage. From RADIO 
Friday, 7 January, 8.30pm, BBC2. 
+ Edwardian Farm The series continues 


looking at farming life at the turn of the 
20th century. Wednesdays, 8pm, BBC2. 


times and dates yet to be finalised. BBC2. 


* Gardeners’ Question Time Winter 


panel. This month there's also advice 
from a leading photographer on taking 


a 


Barchams have long ©9 


supplied the professiona 


with an impressive range” * 
of container-grown trees; 7 


now garden-owners can 
buy them, too. The website 
gives details on suitable 
choices and you can 
choose from stand-alone 
ornamentals, hedging, 
fruit and nut trees. 

Tel 01353 720950, 
www.barcham:co.uk 


REVIVAL 


Stylish vases 


Gardening great Gertrude Jekyll 
designed her own range of vases 
more than a century ago. Now 
her great-great niece Christina 
Freyburg has made them 
available once again. The five 
Munstead Flower Glasses are 
allin clear glass and range in 
size from 38cm to 17.5cem 

high. For full details go to www. 
gertrudejekylidesigns.com 


the perfect garden shot. Fridays, 3pm, 
BBC Radio 4 (repeated Sundays 2pm). 
* Saving Species Conservationist and 


history, reporting live from home and 
afar. Tuesdays, 1lam, BBC Radio 4. See 
also www.bbc.co.uk/savingspecies 
gardening tips and advice from the expert 


dig in news 


broadcaster Brett Westwood explores 
biodiversity, conservation and natural 


NOTE Details correct at time of going 
to press but may be subject to changes. 
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dig in news 


Diary 
* Winter at Barnsdale 

\ O)S E Y PA LY K a IR Nick Hamilton leads a guided 
walk around the garden, looking 
at winter highlights and ideas to 
take home to your own garden. 


Kyl ie Ba | ma | nN 25 January, 10.30am-12.30pm, £18. 


; Barnsdale Gardens, The Avenue, 
Head of the Royal Horticultural Exton, Oakham, Rutland LE15 8AH. 
Society's series of horticultural trials To book call 01572 813200, 


www.barnsdalegardens.co.uk 
What is your earliest garden/gardening memory? Digging up a radish when | was at 


kindergarten in Australia and biting into it like it was an apple. Wow! That woke me up. 


* Orchid Growing 


The first of the annual Alitex 
How did you become involved with gardening as a profession? | was so inspired by Lecture Series comes from Jim 


RHS Hampton Court Flower show in 2008 | decided that | had to change my career as Durrant of McBeans Orchids. He 

a management consultant and do something more meaningful, so | joined the RHS. talks about the company’s long 

Who or what has inspired you the most? Having my own garden and discovering what history and gives tips on successful 
a fantastic learning and experimenting environment it is. orchid-growing. 25 January, 


. What does your day-to-day work involve? The trials office is responsible 10.30am, £10. Torberry Farm, 
. = for the planning, sourcing and recording of our plant trials in association South Harting, Petersfield, 
—_ ~ = with our assessment panels. My specific focus at the moment is on Hampshire GU31 5RG. Book 
° ” promoting the Award of Garden Merit (AGM) to gardeners. in advance on 01730 826900. 
y i What are you most excited about trialling for 2011? I'll be keeping a close eye on For details see www.alitex.co.uk 


- ; broad beans — my favourite veg, but | have such trouble growing them at home. - Potato Day 

“= Se = Which gardening tool would you not be without? My gardening gloves. | ama 

little precious about my hands. than 130 kinds of seed potato, ready 
What books are on your bedside table? National Geographic, the December for chitting this month. Experts will 
issue of The Garden, this week's Economist, The Social Toddler by Clive and be on hand to give growing advice. 
Helen Darman and The Origin of Plants by Maggie Campbell-Culver. 29 January (Garden Organic 

Not a lot of people know this about me... | once sailed around the UK members only) and 30 January 


with my husband. / 10) (open to all), 1Oam-4pm. Entrance 


Garden Organic hosts a sale of more 


£6. Garden Organic, Ryton, Coventry 
CV8 3LG. Tel 024 7630 3517, 
www.gardenorganic.org.uk 


For more details of ongoing and new plant trails run by the Royal Horticultural 
Society at its Wisley garden go to www.rhs.org.uk/plants. This year Wisley is 
hosting the first International Trials Conference to discuss the trialling of plants 
around the world. 4-7 July 2011. £450 per delegate. www.rhs.org.uk/ornamentals2011 


— —_ Se 


NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS 

Learn Latin - understanding what botanical plant names 
mean can help you remember them. There's a good list 
of plant meanings at www.theseedsite.co.uk/latin 


Make compost — use kitchen and garden waste to create 
plant feed to condition soil and potting mixes. For advice 


to www. ic.org.uk/ ti 
gom SeOnDI SAE OOS TOP DOGS Anew recruit has taken up residence at Great 


Grow your own — taking cuttings is an easy way to grow Dixter in Sussex. Conifer (pictured with Aaron Bertelsen) is the latest 
more plants. Root cuttings can be taken now. There's in along line of dachshunds to live at the celebrated gardens since the 
advice at www.bbc.co.uk/gardening/basics/techniques 1950s, and who the late Christopher Lloyd always named after plants. 


She's yet another reason to visit the gardens. www.greatdixter.co.uk 
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gabriel ash “Naturally Superior Quality” 


Shed Combi 


Greenhouses Lean To’s 


The Rosemoor 
WAS £5,910 


Patio Glasshouses 


Coldframes 


Greenhouse Builder 


Create your own custom greenhouse in 7 simple steps at gabrielash.com 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT 
Monument Farm, Farndon, 


Chester CH3 6QP 


FOR THESE LATEST OFFERS CALL 


a 


The only Royal 
greenhouses ks = | Horticultural 
endorsed by Society 

the RHS 


Staging 


Planthouses 


The ‘Six’ (6’x8’) st a sales ies 
WAS £2,567 j ; 


The Hyde Hall 
WAS £8,750 


SAVE £275: 


The Grow & Store ne Rist 
WAS £4,150 a 
JE £655 (ee Ve 


rr 


OR VISIT US ONLINE AT 


gabrielash.com,> 


ee 


10 a * 
Mor 2 7 


ntsmen from ten leading nurseries tell us which plants” 
Mi@st Ooking forward to growing in the year ahead 


* 


x Sinocalycalycanthus 
raulstonii ‘Hartlage Wine’ 
ANDREW & VICKY ROBERTS, SPINNERS GARDEN NURSERY 


This shrub is a recent introduction whose 
lovely, rich maroon buds open to reveal a 
water lily arrangement of petals at the centre, 
= tipped white for contrast. It is a hybrid from 
\ v4 the USA of the American Calycanthus and 
the more tender Chinese Sinocalycanthus 
chinensis. We were very pleased that it proved hardy here in : , 
Hampshire, surviving last winter's snowfall. Once in flower, : : 7 
it was irresistible to customers and we quickly sold out. Ps 
Height 3m, spread 2m. Flowers May to June. 
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HRIS & TOBY b 


Asters, in all their guises, extend the 
flowering season through the shortening 
days to autumn. This one in particular gives 
maximum pleasure with minimal effort. 
Tolerant of sun or light shade, this Aster (also 

© 3 known as A. macrophyllus ‘Twilight’) has 
strong, upright stems that require no staking, holding aloft flat- 
headed clusters of single daisies in azure blue: a colour curiously 
reflective as light begins to fade. At home in formal arrangement 
or casual disarray. Height 70cm. Flowers August to October. 


Ratibida pinnata 
PATRICK AND SYLVIE QUIBEL DIN PLUME, NORMANI 

We began growing this in our garden quite 
recently, and already value its great qualities. We 
combine it with plants that are similarly light 
and fine, including Veronicastrum, Sanguisorba 
and Thalictrum. Its yellow flowers with long, 
slim, drooping petals, seem to float in the air 
atop the thin, flexible stems. Ratibida pinnata does best in full sun, 
planted in well-drained soil. We use it in repeated plantings but you 
can also imagine it planted en masse with grasses such as Panicum 
or Andropogon. Height 1.5m. Flowers July to September. 


dig in nurserymen’s favourites 


Agapanthus ‘Moonshine’ 


SARIS SMITH, PENNARD PLANTS 


This cultivar arrived with us from South 
Africa in 2008. We have now built up stocks 
and exhibited it for the first time last year. An 
evergreen form of Agapanthus, it has stunning 
pale blue flowers displayed in large, full heads 
on sturdy stems. The plants have survived 


Pere 
s 4 
lat 
the severe winter of 2009/2010 with only minimal protection. 
As with all Agapanthus, they should be provided with well- 


drained soil and a sunny situation. They grow well in pots 
and containers. Height 60cm. Flowers late July to August. 


Pe, ‘ us. ; - ~~ y Ae 


Plectranthus ecklonii 
ANNIEHA 


ES, ANNIE'S ANNUAL 

This spectacular South African native shrub 
is easy to grow, fast and hardy to -10°C. Each 
year I look forward to its abundant 20-30cm 
long, blue-purple, salvia-like spikes of tubular 
flowers and prominent, swooping stamens. 
It’s handsome even when not in bloom, with 
its bushy habit and large, rich, lime-green, heart-shaped leaves. 

I cut it back hard in winter and side-dress with compost in 


spring to maintain bushiness. Height 1.2m, spread 1.8m. 
Flowers late summer to autumn. > 
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Paeonia ‘Garden Treasure’ 
f Tit AIRE PLANTS 


SLAIRE AUSTIN LAIRE AUSTIN RARE 


A superb, easy-to-grow peony, ‘Garden ‘Treasure’ 
produces ruff-like, fragrant, primrose-yellow 
flowers for three weeks or more. The blooms 
are large, at 20cm across, but they sit proudly 
above a short, sculpted mound of big, leathery, 
disease-free leaves. In autumn these turn 


red and gracefully fall off to reveal a few woody stems. ‘Garden 
Treasure’ is a cross between a herbaceous and a woody peony, 

known as an Itoh (or intersectional) peony. Although still rare, 
and expensive, this is the future of peonies. Height 60cm. June. 


Dahlia coccinea var. palmeri 

CHRIS IRELAND-JONES, AVON BULBS 

This is a fine-leaved form of dahlia, distinctive 
for its filigree foliage, which makes the clump 
look quite ‘transparent. A mature plant reaches 
more than 2m tall and up to 1.5m across but 
will not block the view. The flowers are orange- 


red and held mostly around the periphery of 
the plant. The main clump has been planted deeply in our heavy 
loam soils for the past six or seven years without being lifted or 
mulched in winter. A selection made by James Compton, John 
d’Arcy and Martyn Rix. Flowers late summer to autumn. 


NEXT MONTH Jonn HF: yla abegins a 


Tris ‘Dogrose’ 
MICRAEL LOFTUS, WOOTTENS OF WENHASTON 

| love this for its delicacy of colouring 
and simple, classic shape — with elegantly 
extended falls, gently arching standards 
and no ruffles. Quite wonderful. This 
scented cultivar was bred back in 1930 
and for me is more beautiful then any of 
the loud, brash, ruffled modern pink irises with their stubby 
falls and congested standards. It needs a sunny location; soil 
may be acid or alkaline, dry or moist — as long as it is well 
drained. Height 75cm. Flower May to June. 


TTT" INE 2 


Aruncus dioicus “UIP 
COEN JANSEN, VASTE PLANTEN, NETHERLANDS 

1 During a planthunting trip to Korea some ten 
years ago, Swedish couple Ulf Strindberg and 
Mona Holmberg collected many interesting, 
garden-worthy perennials. One of the best was 
a creamy white Aruncus. One of its seedlings 
turned out to be magnificent, and we named 
it “Ulf in his honour. I like its round, neat habit, and wonderful 
greenish-whitish-cream inflorescence. It’s slow-growing but happy 
anywhere not too dry. Hardy. Available, for the first time, in small 
quantities next year. Height 60cm. Flowers in June. 


2450N of irserymans favourites 


JASON INGRAM 


a ‘Rosyjane’ is the first bicoloured Gaura. 
Described as a picotee, its flowers have 


Suppli ers pink edges with a white centre. It’s a little 


Please check the RHS Plant Finde: 
(Dorling Kindersley, 2010) or www.rhs. — in full sun and free-draining soil. / 


org.uk/rhsplantfinder/index.asp for Once they start flowering in early summer 


ler than some recent cultivars, too. 


: a 
details of suppliers. Some of the newer * re" r F aw 
hae hey con until the first frosts, making them a brilliant 
plants may not yet be widely available - A 
Aruncus dioicus ‘Ulf; for example, is only plant for the herbaceous border, among campanulas, grasses 


stocked by Coen Jansen’s nursery Vaste or verbenas. They are equally happy grown in containers, 
Planten (www.coenjansenvasteplanten.nl). either alone or in a mixed planting. Height 75cm. 


© Available in two sizes, small (shown), £245 


, 


1 There's always somewhere to stop and relax 
~if you carry this metal and leather shooting y 
stick with 35cm fold-out seat. £35 from 
” Walking Sticks Online, 0208 123 8042, wwwy 
walkingsticksonline.co.uk. Best known for its 
. durable.camera bags, manufacturer Billingham | _» 


« as teamed up with Scottish company Pediars , #* 


Sesto create thig limited edition Glen Dyé Heed “AC 


bag With two generous pockets on the front. 
and large, £395, from Pedlats, 01330 850400, 
www.pedlars.co.uk. Stainless steel and leather 

* 60z found flask with four tot cups, £95 from 
Purdéy, 020:7499 1801, www.purdey.com! » 


yr 


NATIONAL TRUST. WWW.NATIONALTRUST.ORG.UK; TEL 0844 800 1895 


ERMISSION OF TH! 
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dig in shop front 


2 Picnic in comfort and style with this blue 
ollen rug with groundsheet and leather 
Er strap, £80 from Atlantic Blanket Co, 
0845 6585 194, www.atlanticblankets.com; 
Four-tier cream enamel tiffin tin, £24.99 
from Rockett St George, 020 8350 5450, 
www.rockettstgeorge.co.uk. This 600ml 
Water bottle is perfect for Scrabble fans 


and securely attaches to your bag with 

a carabiner clip; £9.95 from Colloco, 

01538 382615, Www.colloco.ca.uk 

3 Leica's compact digital cameras feature 

high-quality zoom lenses and powerful 

sensors, but are small enough to take 

anywhere. Also available with stylish leather — 

cases. See www.leica-camera.com for dealers. 
* 


4 Keep records of must-have plants with these 
notebooks: (from top) chocolate coloured ‘Roma 
Lussa’ leather-bound journal, £42.99; blue blossom 
and green leaf pocket notebooks, with lined and 
gridded pages and elastic closure, £3.50 each, all 
from Papernation, 0117 924 8179, www.papernation. 
co.uk. The Inka ‘Write anywhere’ pen copes with high 
altitude, humidity and freezing temperatures and 
handily attaches to a key ring. £16.95 from Greenman 
Bushcraft, 01245 264017, www.greenmanbushcraft. 
co.uk. Vintage glass hip-flask with striped canvas and 
leather cover, £18 from H is for Home, 01706 819941, 
www.hisforhome.com. For bag see no. 1, opposite. 


5 Stay dry in style in this limited edition Barbour 
waxed cotton ‘Kate’ jacket with Liberty print lining 
(four colours available, olive shown), £199.95 from 
Barbour, 08456 532053, www.barbourbymail.co.uk 


6 The ‘TH9' hemp hat is breathable and naturally 
resistant to mildew and saltwater, available in ‘mocha’ 
(shown) or natural, £62 from Tilley, O800 374353, 
www.tilley.com. Keep skin protected with Origins 
suncare range: Sunshine State SPF20 cream for 
face and body, £17 and lip protector SPF8, £10 from 
Origins, O800 054 2888, www.origins.co.ukO 
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Are you often struggling to find a gift that’s worthwhile and just a 
bit different? Our Give a Break cataloque could be the answer. 
This exciting new catalogue contains eight unique gifts to show 
your family and friends how much you care. 


Give a gift 
that could 
last a lifetime 


A gift from Give a Break is extra special. it will help families 
struggling to cope with overwhelmingly difficult circumstances to 
have a break away — some time to relax a little and laugh a lot. A 
gift fram Give a Break really will provide long-lasting benefits to 
disadvantaged families. 
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alogue on 020 7323. 


VOTED CUMBRIA’S BEST LARGE ATTRACTION! 


\ / 
a) 
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BEATRIX POTTER ”7 
Be 4 ATTRACTION | SL 


Bowness-on-Windermere 


Help us celebrate our 20th Anniversary in 2011, 
by joining us at one of our unique events 
running throughout the year. 


All 23 enchanting Beatrix Potter Tales brought 
to life in an indoor recreation of the Lake District 
countryside, with sounds and smells, plus interactive 
displays. Visit our brilliant Shop and Tea Room 
and explore our Peter Rabbit Garden. 


Open 7 days, 10 am - 5.30 pm 
(*4.30 pm from Ist October). 


Visit www.hop-skip-jump.com, call 0844 504 1233 or follow: www.facebook.com/WOBPA 


i fA 
Carol Kleinis a 
plantswoman, 
nursery owner 
and presenter of 
BBC gardening 
programmes 


dig in a year at glebe cottage 


Making light of 
the January blues 


We may be mired in the depths of winter, yet each 


day there are a few extra minutes of precious light. 


Carol Klein thinks positive in the first of a series 
of gardening dispatches from her Devon home 


WORDS CAROLKLEIN |LLUSTRATION HEATHER GATLEY 


anuary is a month when any gardener’s optimism is put to the test 

and occasionally tried to its limits. Perhaps if I were a digger of soil 

I could look back at the vegetable bed or flower border whose soil I 
had just turned over so emphatically, lean self-righteously on my spade 
and congratulate myself. But I seldom dig. Digging works up a sweat, and 
that is its main virtue, unless there are new deep beds to be made or virgin 
soil to be brought under cultivation. In this established garden there is little 
call for digging. We like to encourage the fauna of the soil to do the work 
for us instead; we spread compost and muck on its surface and a myriad of 
miraculous micro-organisms ingest them and incorporate them into the soil. 

Walking along paths whose gravel is glued together with ice or 
pondering flowerbeds deep in debris or cleanly carpeted with 
all-obliterating snow, it is heartening to know that underneath the soil, 
life is happening inexorably without my intervention. Roots are growing, 
bulbs swelling and the green-shoot vanguard is making its earliest surge. 
Evidence is all around as the first snowdrops haul themselves up 

through the mire, pushing stacks of heavy leaves aside to assert themselves. 
Sometimes they appear in great sheets, carpeting the ground, sometimes 
in distinctive cameos in the nook of a moss-smothered beech bole, 
their straight green leaves encircled by the marbled foliage of Cyclamen 
hederifolium or, in sunnier spots, the orbicular leaves of Cyclamen coum. ‘> 
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dig in a year at glebe cottage 


CC Redwings, fieldfares and starlings began to 
arrive as far back as last October... Sometimes 
in the dusk they congregate in its branches, gossiping 
and gabbling as they settle down to roost 3D 


> Redwings, fieldfares and starlings began to arrive as far back as last 
October. They fly in in dribs and drabs — and occasionally huge, noisy 
gangs — all through the winter. The branches of the enormous ash tree that 
stands at the head of the garden, like a god watching over it, are a favourite 
gathering place for these birds. Sometimes in the dusk they congregate in its 
branches, gossiping and gabbling as they settle down to roost. An occasional 
altercation is caused by the arrival of little groups of latecomers. 

As the chill wind blows it knocks the last of the crab apples from 
their erstwhile cradles, the remnants of the leaves of Astilboides tabularis. 
Back in October these were strong green leaves, like a forest of inside-out 
umbrellas; now they are reduced to the mere spokes, a fragile 
framework just hanging on. The amber crab apples themselves are 
still pristine spheres, but not for much longer. As they tumble 
they join the rest of the harvest lying thickly on the ground, 
brown and mushy now creating a deep crust over the soil, but a 
testament to last autumn’s lavish bounty. They will join the rest 
of the detritus on the compost heap. There are mountains of 
material but I dump most of it beside the heap so that, as soon 
as I have green material too — comfrey and the first nettles — I can build 
the heap with alternate layers of debris, green stuff and muck, the last 
essential ingredient. Meanwhile cooked compost goes out to cover 
cleared spaces, providing the ground is warm enough. It smells good. 

Scent and cold seem not to go together, which makes winter perfume 
in the garden so disorientating, almost disconcerting; but such a treat, 
too. Even on crisp, cold days, the air is softened by the sweet scent of 
Viburnum bodnantense ‘Dawn Its flowers are so tiny, held in neat 
bunches and hardly noticeable on the unremarkable branches of the 
shrub, but the perfume is anything but run-of-the-mill. 

There is a waft of times to come, too, of May’s gaiety as the glorious 
golden chandeliers of Mahonia japonica exude their delicious lily-of-the- 
valley scent. But now my feet are cold — I’m going in for a warm-up.0 


GBS Carol Klein's new six-part series Life in a Cottage Garden begins on BBC2 inthe 
new year (as we went to press, 7 January was the provisional date for the first episode). 
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Things to do 
this month 


Potting up cuttings 

| started taking cuttings from tender 
plants in October and many of them 
are rooted. Its time to pot them up 
individually. Salvia guaranitica ‘Black 
and Blue' roots readily and by spring 
plants will be well-established. 


Construction 

Because berries and nuts sometimes 
take an age to germinate, I’m building a 
separate raised bed to sow them in. It's 
simply a wooden box roughly 150cm x 
65cm. The soil it covers is improved 
with compost, sand and grit. 


Tomatoes 

Last year | sowed tomatoes far too 
late. Having swapped and shared 
seeds with friends to increase the 
range of cultivars, I'm starting them off 
now in the warmth of the greenhouse. 

| use half seed trays and sow on the 
surface of the compost, covering 

seed with a thin layer of grit. 


Root cuttings 

On mild days roots from oriental 
poppies and other tap-rooted plants 
can be detached either by digging 
down beside the plant or lifting the 
whole thing. Chunks of root are 
pushed into modules or pots with 
their tops flush with the compost. 


Look out for... 


The common snowdrop, Galanthus 
nivalis. This species is the best when 
it comes to naturalising. A simple 
flower of unsurpassable beauty, it 
has evolved to withstand fierce gales 
and freezing temperatures, and is 
the optimistic face of January. 


DAVID GOODE 


Little Pudding 


12" (3lem) 
bronze 


There are sheds... 


There are hundreds of sheds on the market to choose from but their quality varies 
enormously and most look the same. At The Posh Shed Company it's different... 
We design and build wooden sheds of the highest quality that will not only stay dry 
inside and are secure, but above all look good. 


400 Meadow Lane, Oxford. OX4 4ED. Tel. 01865 717966 
web site. www.david-goode.com 


RAILTRAIL 


QUALITY 
ESCORTED HOLIDAYS 
BY TRAIN 


European Voridwide ‘Steam Train 
Tours: Du Tours 


Departure Search 


Holidays 


Enioy Ae journeys to wonderful destinations with Railtrail - and help protect 

tomorrow’s world. Take in superb scenery with amazing flora and fauna from the train window 

— secure in the knowledge you're travelling in one of the most environmentally fricndly wavs 4 , 
possible. On tear with Reiltracl 


Experience wonderful destinations, maynificent gardens, amazing heritage and incredible Our holiday “was a completely 
journcys on Railtrail Tours of Beautiful Britain by Train, Spectacular Switzerland by Rail and new experience and | loved it 
much more. Discover them at wwwrailrrail. co.uk | can't speak highly enough of 
the Tour Manager...and thanks 
Book now - then sit back, relax and enjoy as your Railtrail holiday gets underway. to all in the office who made this 
Sy memorable experience possible". 
Mrs W., Cheadle 


Kind regards, 


p * _ Dave Felstead ws Contact us to request a brochure, 
Managing Director, Railtrail Tours Ltd quoting “Gardens Niustrated” 


Visit www. railtrail.co.uk 
ATOS AERA Call 01538 382323 rotor 
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Dear reader, 
Start or renew your 


. and you'll save 35%* 
when you pay by Direct Debit. 
In every issue you'll find: 
advice and inspiration from 
leading garden designers and 


horticultural experts, authoritative 
journalism and superb photography 


of beautiful gardens around the 
world, created by the best 
international designers. 


SPECIAL JANUARY OFFER: 


@ Save 35% on the shop price 
— just £2.57* an issue 


@ Spread the cost and pay 
just £15.40 every 6 issues* 
by Direct Debit 

m@ Never miss an issue 
of the world’s most beautiful 
garden magazine 

@ Free UK delivery direct 
to your door 


Why not take advantage 
of this special offer today? 


JULIET ROBERTS, EDITOR 
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www.bbcsubscriptions.com/gardensillustrated 
OR CALL OUR SUBSCRIBER HOTLINE ON 0844 844 0253: 


'Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Overseas readers call +44 (0)1795 414721. 
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v Gina Price tells us the secrets of the Sefsation’) planting that 
Nd » has made her garden one of the most exciting in Britains 
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\ In brief® ; 
NAME Pettifers. 4 

WHAT Private garden 
developed since 1987. 
WHERE North Oxfordshire. 
SIZE 15 acres. © ty i. 
SOIL Clay, heavily enriched with 
organic matter over the years. . 
CONDITIONS A north-facing slope 
relatively sheltered from frost. 
SPECIAL FEATURES Parterre, mixed 
borders, successional planting. 
GARDEN PLAN See page 35. j 
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The bright, tiered foliage of a wedding 
take tree, Cornus controversa ‘Variegata’, 
glows among a swathe of red poppies 
(Papaver orientale Goliath Group ‘Beauty 
of Livermere’) and white Allium stipitatum 
‘Mount Everest’ in the Klimt Border. 


Frothy White Filipendula 
vulgaris ‘Multiplex* edges a 
border crowded with early 
summer perennials and bulbs, 
including Allium cristophii. 


A TJ ¢csce many gardens on these 
\ \ / pages: some old, some modern, 
¥Y ¥ some grand, some humble. 
Almost all are beautiful, but the ones that 
keep drawing you back are the gardens 
where you can see the passion: these are the 
gardens that one will remember for ever. 
Gina Price (pictured right) came to this 
pretty Oxfordshire village with her husband 
James 23 years ago. The house is tight to the 
road but at the back, the garden rolls away 
almost seamlessly into open countryside. 
Gina remembers “walking through this place 
and thinking ‘I can make something of this, 
in spite of the fact that I knew nothing at all.” 
Like many of the best instinctive 
gardeners, Gina picked it up as she went along, 
helped by friends who gave advice, in partic- 
ular Diany Binney (chatelaine of Kiftsgate 
Court in Gloucestershire) and Diany’s sister 
Betsy Muir, who visited twice a year in the 
early days. “She did not hold back with her 
opinions. She stood by one border and 
pronounced, ‘What a damn dull border: just 
a lot of aquilegias, and not even special ones. 
It was upsetting, but she was usually right.” 
As well as bravely enduring such things, 
Gina visited a lot of gardens and is happy to 
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point out little influences scattered through 
the garden. The main path owes something 
to York Gate near Leeds. The narrow, 
winding paths through some of the borders 
were inspired by Margery Fish. The barn 
doors are modelled on a palace in Wurzburg, 
Bavaria; “Not many people guess that one.” 
The garden faces north, which could be 
seen as a mild disadvantage, but actually 


matters not one whit. A central path leads 
through deep, shady borders held back by 
old stone walls. It is not a wide garden, and is 
bounded to the west by a low stone barn and 
to the east by a smartly clipped yew hedge. 
“When we arrived this garden was 
mostly one big lawn with three big yews, 
a couple of narrow borders and truly 
appalling soil,” says Gina. Things have 
changed immeasurably since then, as years 
and years of regular mulching has trans- 
formed the soil and the borders are now 
not only generously proportioned but 
stuffed with layer upon layer of well- 
chosen and perfectly matched plants. 


Heavenonah 
From the lawn, the ground falls steeply 
away and it is not until you reach the edge 
of this slope, next to a set of steps that 
garden designer Arabella Lennox-Boyd 
once described as “very ugly” (ivy now 
conceals the offending stonework) that you 
realise that this garden just keeps getting 
better and better. At the foot of the slope is 
a small lawn that in spring is transformed 
by fritillaries and narcissi and more deep, 
Turn to page 34 [> 


Rosa nutkana ‘Plena’ frames 
the view down the slope, along 
a winding, mown-grass path to 
the yew flasks of the Parterre. 
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Combining plants 


Gina Price's planting style varies from subtle combinations 
of similar colours to bold and vivid contrasts 


N 5] i ES 2 SOPHISTICATED COLOURS 

The pale pinks of Allium cristophii and Achillea ‘Terracotta’ makes a subtle pairing 
Persicaria affinis ‘Superba’ are similar, with Delphinium ‘Rosemary Brock’ which 
but the tubular flowers of the bistort and has an interesting pink-mauve colour. Sadly 
the distinct starriness of the Allium make achilleas are quite short-lived, but while they 


a satisfying contrast. are happy they are unforgettable. 


RAL SIM | | ANT CONTRAST 


Kniphofia ‘Tawny King’ - probably the best Aclassic combination of bright purple and 
mid-season poker — combines with the ever- acid green, made with Allium hollandicum 
faithful and always upright feather reed grass, ‘Purple Sensation’ (one of the key plants 
Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’ ina for early summer at Pettifers) and the 
simple combination that seems to mimic nature. | marsh spurge, Euphorbia palustris. 


English garden 
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The neatness of the parterre Contrasts > » 


with the informality on either side of it 
including effervescent perennials such \& =~ a} 
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as Dictamnus albus var. purpureus, 
with pale pink flowers and dark stems. 
FAR RIGHT A grass path invites you 
to explore the fields beyond the 
Klimt borders and parterre. 


[> luxuriant, borders. These include an 
autumn border and a burgundy border 
“which we are still planting”. 

Gina’s Klimt Border is inspired by the 
“Golden Phase’ of Austrian artist Gustav 
Klimt — paintings with colourful, mosaic- 
like patterns. It starts with the reddest of 
poppies, Papaver orientale Goliath Group 
‘Beauty of Livermere’ (pictured on page 
28), and crescendos later in the year with 
grasses, heleniums and asters. These 
encircle a most remarkable parterre. Four 
beds edged with brick and box does not 
sound that exciting; what makes it spectac- 
ular is the combination of content and 
position, following the fall of the hill rather 
than imposing a formality on the land. “We 
started planting this about ten years ago, 
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beginning with the box hedge. We added 
the four yews because they were left over 
from the hedge.” The yews (pictured above) 
have been clipped into a unique shape: a 
sort of cross between a squarish bottle and 
a bendy chimney. It is strange details like 
this that sort the sheep from the goats, had 
they just been conventional columns then 
the effect would have been much diluted. 
The parterre is filled with a combination 
of clipped Sarcococca, variegated box, roses, 
Agapanthus and (seasonally) Tulipa 
‘Gavota) Dahlia ‘Jescot Julie’ and the appro- 
priately upright Dahlia ‘Admiral Rawlings’. 
This garden is remarkable for a number 
of things: the design, the exquisite planting 
and the quality of care (for which Gina 
generously gives most of the credit to her 


gardener, Polly Stevens) for a start. But it is 
more than that: every plant is chosen with 
care and intelligence. Once planted they are 
watched over by the hawkishly discerning 
eye of Mrs Price, who has the perspicacity 
to know whether it works and the courage 
to, as she says, “rip it all out if 1 think I have 
made a mistake”. This garden has grown 

in stature as its owner grew in experience 
and confidence: so much so that, and I 

do not say this lightly, today Pettifers is 
undoubtedly one of the most exciting 

and delightful gardens in this country.O 

+ Pettifers is open to visitors by appointment 
only — for details see www.pettifers.com 
EIB James Alexander-Sinclair is a 


garden designer who appears regularly 
on BBC gardening programmes. 
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CC today Pettifers is undoubtedly 
one of the most exciting and ~~ 
entecligntjul gardens in this is >) 


Garden plan 
1 House 5 Mown grass path 
2 Lawn 6 Parterre 


3 Herbaceousborders 7 Klimt Border 
4 Rose arch 8 Crab apple avenue 
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NAME Parco dei mostri (Park of Monsters), . : 
also knows the Sacro Bosco (sacred wood). »* r = : - ’ a 
WHAT Symbolic garden created in the ; y 
16th century. Privately owned, but opento _ yd > ie Sars ‘ 2 : a § - 
the public (see Useful information, page’38). “3 et : 
WHERE Bomarzo, near Viterbo, 
55 miles north of Rome, Italy. ° 
SIZE About 25 acres! hy gs aoe ae 
CONDITIONS Mediterranean: hot dry g F e , 
summers and mild winters with some raingy . - 
FEATURES Gigantic, surreal sculptures. ~~ E : ‘ Se 5 
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“Abandon all thought, 
ye who enter here 


To mark a major new BBC TV series on Italian gardens, we visit the 
most extraordinary of all — the 16th-century Park of Monsters 


WORDS TIM RICHARDSON PHOTOGRAPHS ELIO LOMBARDO / PHOTOLIBRARY 
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nique is an overused word but 
there really is nothing else in the 
world of gardens to compare 
with the celebrated Park of the Monsters, 
hidden among the rocky countryside of 
Bomarzo, north of Rome. Scholars have 
argued for decades over the meaning of the 
astonishing gigantic sculptures — many of 
them hewn from the rock on the wooded 
hillside. Are they autobiographical, literary, 
historical or philosophical? Or all of these? 
One suspects there will never be a defini- 
tive answer — because there isn’t one. One of 
the garden’s inscriptions reads, ‘Abandon all 
thought, ye who enter here’ This is a riddling 
garden, which plays on the absurdity of life. 
One gets the impression that the garden’s 
practical use —as a venue for what were prob- 
ably fairly wild parties — has been lost amid 
all the academic pontificating. But this was a 
place for fun as well as reflection, as the sight 
of visiting children makes clear every day. 
Vicino Orsini (1523-84), the creator of 
the garden, inherited the hilltop castle and 
estate in 1542. On retiring from his career as 
a soldier he spent the last 17 years of his life 
creating this unique garden on terraces 
carved out of the valley below the castle. 
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The first, lowest terrace might be thought 
of as the realm of the gods. Passing through 
an entrance flanked by a pair of sphinxes, the 
visitor emerges into an open area defined by 
columns on one side and a theatre devoted 
to love on the other. The highlight is the 
Leaning House — it was built that way — 
which establishes at the outset a sense of 
the world turned upside down. 

Further on lies a collection of features 
including the Lady Fortune atop a giant 
tortoise — perhaps the most surreal sculpture 
at Bomarzo. A nymphaeum, statue of the 
Three Graces and other artifacts hint that this 
area was conceived as the abode of the gods. 


Enter the mouth of Hell 

The next terrace up is dominated by 
another large, open area, this time flanked 
by monumental urns. Scattered around are 
some of the most memorable of Bomarzo’s 
sights. The most spectacular is the Mouth 
of Hell. A poignant addition is the fighting 
elephant, which tenderly carries a dead or 
dying warrior in its trunk. This may be a 
reference to Orsini’s son, who died fighting 
the Ottoman Turks at the Battle of Lepanto. 
These monsters are the progeny of the 
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Waid to have thrilled surrealist 
' artist Salvador Dali when he~ 
visited in the mid-2O0th century. _ 


gods, which have been sent to earth 
to cause chaos and consternation. 

The penultimate terrace is a platform 
shaped like an arena and surrounded by stone 
pine cones and acorns — symbols of fertility. 
Sensual pleasure is the theme. Bare-breasted 
female figures (sirens, Persephone) are 
formed into stone benches. Orsini displayed 
exotic plants here. It has a festive atmosphere; 
perhaps this is where the party got started. 

On the highest terrace a small, domed 
classical temple with a multi-columned 
porch was dedicated by Orsini to his late 
wife, Giulia. Out in the open and above 
the tree line, it seems to commune with the 
heavens, as if Orsini was reminding God that 
the garden below was ‘only a joke’ after all. 

* Top 10 Italian gardens to visit: see overleaf. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

PEN Daily, from 8am to sunset. 

ADDRESS Parco dei Mostri, 01020 Bomarzo, 
Viterbo, Italy. TEL +39 0761 924029 
WEBS'TE www.parcodeimostri.com 

GIES A major new series, Monty's Italian Gardens, 


presented by Monty Don, begins on BBC2 later this 
year. Keep an eye on Radio Times for details. 


The Mouth of Hell looks grotesque — but leads to _ 
a small chamber with a table perfect for picnics. 
LEFT The mythic creatures at Bomarzo include 

a winged dragon, roaring at two attacking lions 
(also seen on pages 36-37). 


Asiren is one of several bare-breasted ~ 


female figures on the penultimate terrace, 
where Orsini may once have held his parties. 


RIGHT The garden's disorientating effect begins _ 


with the Leaning House, near the entrance. 
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é it & female figures preside over large stone benches. 
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EFT.An elephant tenderly carries a wounded soldier 


— or crushésitydepending on your interpretation. 
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Topo LO Italian gardens to visit 


Once you've explored the Park of the Monsters, which ten Italian gardens should you visit next? Tim Richardson names his favourites 


1 Ninfa 

Generally considered the most 
romantic garden in Italy, if not the 
world, this garden was fashioned 
from the ruins of a medieval 
village, and is famous for its roses. 
* Near Norma, Latina. 
www.fondazionecaetani.org 


2 Villa Lante 

The one truly unmissable 
Renaissance garden in Italy, this 
is the terrace garden par 
excellence, with a single 
watercourse tumbling through 


garden rooms to a water parterre. 


* Bagnaia, Lazio. 
www.villalante.net 


3 Boboli Garden 

This can be an unforgiving visit 
ona hot day, so pacing and 
timing is a must. The statues are 
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a highlight, together with the 
sumptuous lemon garden. 

+ Piazza Pitti, Firenze. 
Wwww.museumsinflorence.com/ 
musei/boboli_garden.html 


4 Brion-Vega Cemetery 
Avisit to a family tomb may 
not sound like the ideal holiday 
excursion but for enthusiasts 
of modernism, Carlo Scarpa's 
exquisite design is a thrill. 

* San Vito diAltivole, near 
Treviso, Veneto. No website. 


5 Isola Bella 

Serene as a galleon in the calm 
waters of Lake Maggiore, this 
great terraced garden built on 
anisland is one of the great 
garden sights of the world. 

+ Lago Maggiore, Piemonte. 
www.lagomaggiore.net 


6 Padua Botanic Garden 

The world's first botanic garden, 
founded in 1545, is laid out ina 
complex and satisfying pattern 
of circles and squares. A truly 
atmospheric place. 

+ Padova, Veneto. 
www.ortobotanico.unipd.it 


7 Villa d'Este, Tivoli 

An extravaganza of a terraced 
garden, designed by the great 
Pirro Ligorio from 1559, this 
garden is filled with water tricks 
including the celebrated Walk 
of a Hundred Fountains. 

* Tivoli, near Rome. 
www.villadestetivoli.info 


8 Giardino dei Tarocchi 

You won't find the Tarot Garden 
in good-taste guides but this 
astonishing sequence of brightly 


coloured structures by Niki de 
Saint Phalle is a masterpiece. 
Great for children. 

* Near Grossetto, Tuscany. 
www.nikidesaintphalle.com 


9 Caprarola (Villa Farnese) 
Recently restored, this can now 
be appreciated as one of the 
greatest Italian Renaissance 
gardens. The highlight is the 
exquisite ‘casino: 

+ Caprarola, Veneto. 
www.caprarola.com/ 
palazzo_farnese.htm 


10 Villa Gamberaia 

This gorgeous garden comprises 
al/th-century masterpiece with 
grottoes and statues, and an early 
20th-century water parterre. 

* Settignano, near Florence. 
www.villagamberaia.it 
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here’s only one nursery on the tiny Caribbean island 

of Nevis, and we came across it purely by chance. As 

we slowed to avoid a pothole in the road through the 
village of Brown’s Pasture, a blaze of scarlet, emerald and sky 
blue burst from an opening in a compound wall. 

We returned early the next morning, pulling up outside 
the wicket gate. The owner, Merrit Chapman, was sitting on 
his veranda in a canary-yellow shirt. When he saw us, he 
abandoned his breakfast and led us proudly through his 
own private jungle, showing off his crown of thorn plants 
(Euphorbia milii), Christmas candles (Senna alata) and bird 
of paradise flowers (Strelitzia reginae), Outside the gate, 
mothers chided their children for being late for the school 
bus. Chickens clucked, pigs grunted and a monkey feasted 
on ripe mangoes in the tree. The deep thumping bass of 
reggae music, even at 7am, made the air vibrate. 


Plants in their element 

M&M Nursery is an inspired garden with a relaxed, happy 
atmosphere. But for British visitors it may also be oddly reminis- 
cent of a 1970s front room. That's because many of the species 
Merrit grows, including begonia, poinsettia and shrimp plant, 
were popular house plants in the UK back then. One of my first 
horticultural jobs as a child was to dust my grandmother’s house 
plants — and do what I might, they always looked miserably 
spindly. I've never tried growing house plants since. But here, 
growing in warmth and fertility, these plants look beautiful, 

tall, bushy and soaked in colour. 

This is a garden without design, without restraint — and 
without money. Merrit saves all the containers he can, from 
margarine boxes to orange juice cartons, and uses them as 
pots. A moody, dark purple-flowered thorn apple (Datura 
metel “Fastuosa’) is planted in a Sunny Delight carton; a 
flaming red canna lily bursts from a jam pot. They lean 
together, bordering the narrow paths and looking like the 
gossipy tiger lilies in Alice in Wonderland. 

Merrit, who is in his mid-60s, has spent most of his working 
life in gardening and is entirely self-taught. He worked as a 
gardener for 30 years for a man who had a holiday home on Nevis 
and although he tried to get training, none was available. “I never 
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NAME M&M Nurseryo =) . ) a 
WHAT A small garden and ndrsery.yfte’\ 
WHERE On the Caribbean island of 
Nevis, in the village 6f Brown's Pasture. 
SIZE Half an acres. ; 
SOIL Thin and free-draining. 
CONDITIONS Tropicah— Wart, i ou 
with regular rain, especially. ~ ; 
between August and October." ae . ww 
FEATURES Tropical plants sometimes» N 
grown as house plants inthe UK. <C>) > at 
SSN Cea 
PAB) a fi 


Merrit’s collection of lush tropical plants 
includes many familiar to British gardeners 
as house plants, but in these conditions, 
plant$ Such as poinsettia (Euphorbia 
pulcherrima, whose red leaves are visible 
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top right) grow to an enormous height. 
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Totally tropical taste 
» _ Self-taught nurseryman Merrit Chapman grows a 
» cornucopia of fabulous plants in his Caribbéan garden 


WORDS CAROLINE BECK PHOTOGRAPHS JANE SEBIRE 
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CC J just have a passion for flowers — 


somehow they beautify the place \ 
and I come here and sit, and > 


feel happy when I do that 99 


The glory lily Gloriosa superba 
grows easily from cuttings and 
has a long flowering period. 


went away to learn —I just looked and absorbed things.” He 

remembers the garden being full of flowers, and fell for them, grad- 
ually amassing a collection of his own, grown from cuttings and 
seeds. “I just have a passion for flowers — somehow they beautify 
the place and I come here and sit, and feel happy when I do that.” 

When most of his neighbours were growing vegetables 
in their back yards, Merrit was expanding his garden, renting 
extra land from his cousin, and selling plants to the ‘snowbirds — 
the ex-pats with holiday homes who live on Nevis mainly 
during the winter months. 
Healing horticulture 
Merrit says his garden has rescued him during some dark times 
in his life. Two of his eight children have died and the daily main- 
tenance of the garden has pulled him through. When | asked him 
why he didn’t turn over some of the garden for food instead of 
plants, he said simply, “Because they make me happy.” 

Flowers are everywhere, up breeze-block walls, over pathways 
%y Merrit’s cousin Mig Anna shares and between cracks in the concrete. A striking scarlet glory lily 

his love of plants, including thi (Gloriosa superba) scrambles up over his neighbour’s wall. When 
’ he inadvertently snaps a piece off, he sticks it in some compost 
in a cut-off plastic bottle. No doubt it will grow.o 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

M &MNursery is on the main road through Brown's Pasture, a 
few miles away from Charlestown, the capital of Nevis. It's open 
most days and Merrit says he is always happy to see customers. 


OTHER RECOMMENDED GARDENS ON NEVIS 

+ The Botanical Gardens of Nevis comprises a huge collection of 
tropical plants, thriving among waterfalls and a collection of classical 
antiquities. Montpelier Estate. Closed mid-August to mid-October. 
Tel +1 (869) 469-3509, www.botanicalgardennevis.com 

« Beautiful private gardens by British designer Julie Toll surround 
the cottage and house at Black Sand Cove. Glimpse the gardens 
from the cove's cliff-top public footpath or visit www.blacksand- 
cove.com for details about visiting the property or staying there. 


BIBS Caroline Beck is a garden writer and producer whose 
‘Animprovised pot contains programmes regularly appear on Radio 4 and the World Service. 


Codiaeum variegatum Var 


9INg tropical Nouse plants 
Tropical house plants are a good way of 
bringing colour and life to your house during 
the dark winter months. They have come a 
long way since spider plants and African 
violets — many good nurseries now sell 
interesting house plants and give advice 
on their upkeep. Most need warmth and 
hate drafts, which is why keeping them on 
windowsills near radiators is a bad idea. If 
they don't have enough natural light during 
the winter they'll become yellow and stunted. 
Conservatories are ideal, as long as the 
temperature doesn't fall too low at night. 


plant = but what's its botanical» 
name?(Caffany readers enlighten us? 


ferrit says daturas are easy to grow 
seed in his garden — the only % 


‘one is Datura metel ‘Fastuosa’ 
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Merrit's plants flourish beneath coconut pairs and 
papaya trees, and include Codiaeum Variegatum 

, » “Gloriosum' (bottom left), Acalypha wilkesiana ‘Rosea’ 
(centré) and long, spiky mother-in-law’s tongue or 
Sansevieria trifasciata ‘Laurentif’ (far right). 


flowers resemble fox tails. 
wi! ers 


WORDS LIEVE ADRIAENSENS P OGRAPHS FRANCOIS DE HEEL 


In brief 
WHAT Annuals — plants that 
complete their life cycle in one 


growing season, germinating, 

flowering, setting seed and dying. 
CONDITIO 
that will prosper for most soil 


S You can find annuals 


types, and in sun or shade. 

SEASON Annuals can be sown from 
January to June, and flower from 
spring to autumn — for more details 
see our Sowing guide on page 50. 


PAPAVER SOMNIFERUM 

This species usually bears simple, pale lilac 
or white flowers, but spontaneous seedlings 
may produce dark plum-coloured blooms 
like these. Half-hardy. 80-100cm tall. 
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Lieve Adriaensens 
runs specialist 
annuals nursery 
Silene in Belgium 


plant profile annuals 


Annuals have so much sex-appeal. 
IN They have to work harder than 
A X& other plants to earn a place in 
the garden and to do so they use many 
‘seduction techniques. As annuals complete 
their life cycle in one growing season — from 
germination to death — there’s an element 
of urgency in their effort to out-perform 
competitors. They need to set plenty of 
seed, so many produce more flowers than 
perennial plants. This abundance is what 
makes them so irresistible to gardeners. 

And annuals are so useful. They can be 
direct-sown to fill pots, whole beds or tricky 
gaps in your borders; and most need little 
looking after once established. 

It’s worth noting that some plants sold 
as annuals are technically tender perennials. 
They won't make it through a British winter, 
and may or may not produce viable seed; 
so the best way to propagate these is often 
through cuttings, overwintered in a frost-free 
place for a fresh start the following spring. 


Annuals vary hugely in appearance. Some 
seem to be made of lace or filigree. Bishop’s 
weed (Ammi majus) has intricate white flower 
heads that serve to frame roses, in the garden 
or in a bouquet. Didiscus caeruleus, the blue 
lace flower (pictured overleaf), has an unreal 
pale blue colour. The flowers of love-in-a-mist 
(Nigella species) are more delicate than the 
finest paper quilling; but the star of all ‘lace 
flowers’ is Orlaya grandiflora (also overleaf). 

Some annuals are like sweets. Corydalis 
sempervirens has candy-pink flowers tipped 
in bright yellow; Impatiens balfourii 
(overleaf) is graceful and compact. 

Other annuals bear an abundance of 
small flowers like twinkling stars. Sedum 
caeruleum is a succulent with a surprising blue 
colour. Linanthus androsaceus French hybrids 
is a charming plant with a mass of tiny star- 
like flowers in cheerful pastel colours. 

The flowers of some annuals resemble 
the texture of fabrics from fairytales. Poppies, 
with delicate petals that sometimes look like 
crumpled tissue paper, have been immensely 
popular for decades. The most well known 
is Papaver rhoeas, available in unbelievable 
forms and colours, and Papaver somniferum, 


the opium poppy (pictured left). > 
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> Dried flowers are invariably papery in 
texture, but two species are also great plants 
for gardens and containers. Gomphrena 
globosa, the globe amaranth, has button- 
like flowers in various pretty colours. (Its 
relative Gomphrena haageana, on page 
50, comes in scarlet.) Like many annuals 
grown for their leaf form, Alternanthera 
dentata has unusual dark foliage and is 
ideal for beautiful container combinations. 
Some annuals have the texture of 
fine fabrics, and seem to invite us to 
touch them. The floss flower (Ageratum 
houstonianum) is known as a short 
bedding plant, but taller cultivars of this 
species can be beautiful in bouquets, 
containers or shady borders, where they 
flower endlessly. Some annual grasses also 
have that soft image (including the cloud 
grass, Agrostis nebulosa, on page 50). 


A blaze of colour 
Fiery reds and flaming oranges can set 
your planting alight. Red poppies are an 
obvious choice; one of the more unusual 
is Papaver commutatum ‘Ladybird’ (page 
51). The long flowering period of Salvia 
splendens is unsurpassed; other red salvias 
include S. coccinea ‘Lady in Red’ (page 50). 
Zinnia is best known for the cut flowers 
of the tall Zinnia Elegance Series, but the 
compact, small-flowering Zinnia 
angustifolia is ideal for containers and is 
available in many colours (page 51). 


Climbers & annuals for scent 
Some annual climbers are so vigorous that 
their growth takes your breath away. Well- 
known fast-growing annual climbers are 
Cobaea scandens, Ipomoea tricolor and 
Thunbergia alata. The purple bell vine, 
Rhodochiton atrosanguineus, is equally good. 
By far the greatest asset of the annual 
is fragrance. Annuals with night scent, such 
as Nicotiana sylvestris, are a must for the 
evening terrace. During daytime there are 
fragrant and aromatic annuals such 
as sweet peas (Lathyrus odoratus) and 
pineapple sage (Salvia elegans). Lobelia 
valida (page 51) and countless others will 
brilliantly fulfil their role as seducers.2 
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DIDISCUS CAERULEUS 

The blue lace flower is quite sensitive to 
excess moisture, because its original habitat 
is sunny, sandy and mostly dry. As a result 
Didiscus tends to do well in large pots and 
containers. Tender. 60cm tall. 


EUPHORBIA HYPERICIFOLIA 

DIAMOND FROST (="INNEUPHE’) 

A popular summer flower — for the garden as 
well as pots — because it flowers continuously. 
It can't be sown, but plants grown from cuttings 
are widely available. Tender. 20-30cm tall. 


ORLAYA GRANDIFLORA 


This delicate umbellifer from southern Europe 


has particularly beautiful flowers. It grows 
best in a fairly fertile soil, ideally free draining 
as this will encourage it to seed itself around 
for next year. Hardy. 60-80cm tall. 


IMPATIENS BALFOURII 

In shady places, in moist soil, this species will 
spread easily; unwanted seedlings are easily 
removed. It flowers until the first frosts. 
Covered with morning dew, or after rain, the 
flowers are real gems. Tender. 80cm tall. 


MARCUS HARPUR / GAP PHOTOS 


PERNILLA BERGDAHL / PHOTOLIBRARY 


plant profile annuals 


a 


NIGELLA PAPILLOSA ‘AFRICAN BRIDE’ 
Arelatively new cultivar, with white flowers 
and dark purple stamens. Nigellas all love 
sunny or lightly shaded conditions, in 
relatively dry soil. Hardy. 30cm tall. 
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Sowing hardy annuals 


Half-hardy annuals 


SALVIA COCCINEA ‘LADY IN RED’ 

This cultivar has bright red flowers; other forms 
of S. coccinea are white (‘Snow Nymph’) or 
two-tone pink (‘Coral Nymph’). All are long- 
flowering champions, and do well in pots as 
well as in the garden. Tender. 60-80cm tall. 


SALVIA VIRIDIS var. COMATA 
One of the easiest annuals, this thrives on 


almost any soil and reliably re-seeds itself. The 
coloured bracts remain on the plant and keep 
their colour for weeks, long after the small 

white flowers have fallen. Hardy. 30-40cm tall. 


AGROSTIS NEBULOSA 

The cloud grass is a graceful annual plant that 
spreads effortlessly. Hundreds of spikelets 
bear tiny flowers that form airy clouds and 
frame other plants beautifully, whether in 

the garden or in pots. Hardy. 20-30cm tall. 


GOMPHRENA HAAGEANA 

This heat-loving plant has papery blooms 
that make perfect dried flowers. It's late 

to bloom, but then flowers continuously 
until the first frost, and is also suitable for 
combinations in pots. Tender. 30-40cm tall. 


JO WHITWORTH / GAP PHOTOS 


plant profile annuals 


CC Fiery reds and flaming oranges can set your 
planting alight. Red poppies are an obvious choice 99 


PAPAVER COMMUTATUM ‘LADYBIRD' 
Plant with other hot colours for impact, 
or, as pictured here, in a natural-looking 
combination (with the white-flowering 
wild mustard Berteroa incana). It usually 
self-seeds well. Hardy. 40-50cm tall. 


AGERATUM HOUSTONIANUM 

“WHITE BOUQUET’ 

With soft blooms on long stems until the first 
frosts, this cultivar makes excellent, long-lasting 
cut flowers. Plant in moist soil in partial shade 
or shade. Half-hardy. 40-60crm tall. 


Tender annuals 


10 long-flowering annuals 


LOBELIA VALIDA 

This unusual plant has an upright habit 
and a long flowering period, and releases 
a lovely scent by day and night. It's ideal 
for combining in pots and containers. 
Half-hardy. 20-30cm tall. 


Where to buy annuals 


ZINNIA ANGUSTIFOLIA ‘FIRE’ 

This flowers from May to October and makes 
a perfect container plant, especially with 
other long-season annuals. Euphorbia 
‘Diamond Frost’ for example, makes a good 
companion all summer. Hardy. 30cm tall. 
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In brief 
NAME Lotusland. 

WHAT Botanical estate garden., * » 
WHERE Near Santa Barbara, on 

the coast of California; USA. , 
SIZE 37 acres. 

CONDITIONS Mediterranean-type — hot 
and dry in summer, regular rain in winter, 
rare frosts, occasional strong winds. 
SOIL Mostly clay. 

FEATURES Subtropical and tropical 
plants, cacti collection, themed 

spaces including Blue Garden. 


Thé Diva's last wr" 
great dove alfair p> 


When her sixth martiage tailed, Ganna Walska lavished her as 
fortune and affections on the gardens at Lotusland in California, y 
creating a tropical landscape like no other on earth dita: 


WORDS TIM RICHARDSON PHOTOGRAPHS CLAIRE TAKACS 


Californian garden 
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Madame Walska's gardens reflect 

her theatrical, exotic personality. The 

P ~~ dramatic Aloe Garden, for example, 
» includes more than 120 kinds of aloes, 

‘ such as‘Aloe speciosa (centre) and a 

< towering Beaucarnea stricta (right). 


Acascade made of giant clam 
shells adds a note of opulence 
to the pool in the Aloe Garden. 


» ye 0h as 
“in the 1950s, Madame Walska 
made this planted clock face, 
encircled by a topiary circus. 


” Garden with the edge of” 
the Japanese Garden. 


pirited elderly ladies will play a part in 
“y, the life of any gardening writer and I have 

enjoyed encountering my share of them 
over the years. But Ganna Walska, who died 25 
years ago, is for me the one who got away. This 
extraordinary woman began life in relative 
poverty, became an adornment to the court of 
the tsar of Russia in her teens, pursued a career 
as an opera star and socialite, and finally 
developed a spectacular tropical garden to 
surround her opulent California home. She 
also collected husbands (six in total), though 
for most of the 43 years she spent at Lotusland, 
she was defiantly single. 

The 20th century nurtured some formidable 
gardening ladies, but Walska — who, needless to 
say, did not suffer fools gladly and was something 
of a tyrant in her own garden — must be ranked as 
one of the most impressive horticultural divas of 
all. Lotusland’s employees still refer to her as 
“Madame Walska. 

The garden at Lotusland is unique. Several 
sections of it resemble no other garden on earth. 
Whether or not this is to the benefit of the garden 
as a whole is an academic question, for this place 
has to be swallowed entire as the expression of an 
extraordinary personality. I can think of several 
people who have not liked Lotusland, but Ganna 
Walska would not have given a fig about that. It is 
an acquired taste, and I, for one, love it. 

Walska acquired the ranch and 37 acres of 
Cuesta Linda in 1941. She renamed the estate 
Lotusland, and planted lotus flowers in its formal 
ponds, to reflect her flirtation with eastern philos- 
ophy. She must have been attracted to the estate 
partly by the mature trees and palms already there, 
a legacy of its ownership in the late 19th century 
by English nurseryman Ralph Kinton Stevens. 


The garden soon became an obsession, as Walska 
built up a remarkable plant collection comprising 
some 3,000 species, couched in a design style that 
was inimitably hers. With typical zest and single- 
mindedness, Walska set about buying up hundreds 
of choice botanical specimens from the best nurs- 
eries and collectors and employing a succession of 
garden designers. Her focus was largely on cacti, the 
most dramatic of plants, a horticultural preference 
that suited her larger-than-life personality. 
Eschewing any effort at naturalism, she planted 
these rarities in a fantasy garden adorned with 
stone sculptures and exuberant features, many 

of which she designed herself. 

The garden starts soberly enough, with the 
Parterre and Rose Garden to the rear of the house: 
formal hedged enclosures focused on a pair of 
fountains flanked by lawns, But at the far end is 


Ganna Walska 


Born Hanna Puacz in Poland in 1887, 
the future Madame Walska was sent 
to St Petersburg by her father to live 
with an uncle who introduced her to 
the circle of the tsar. When she was 
19 she eloped with a Russian count, 
the first of six husbands; she 
divorced him in 1915 for drunken- 
ness. Walska became a singer, 
changing her name to Ganna Walska 
(Walska derived from ‘waltz'). She 
enjoyed some success in cabaret in 
Paris and then at opera houses on 
both sides of the Atlantic, with a 
stream of admirers in pursuit. In 
1917 Walska moved to the USA, 
where she remarried and made her 
debut on the same bill as the great 
tenor Enrico Caruso. When her 
elderly husband died in 1920 she 
returned to Europe. After a brief 
marriage to the tycoon Alexander 
Smith Cochran, she married another 
millionaire, Harold McCormick. He 
bankrolled her operatic career 
(which had a mixed critical recep- 
tion) and acquired a Paris theatre 
for her to run; but they divorced in 
1931. Walska then married an 
eccentric Englishman (famous for 
claiming to have invented a ‘death 
ray’). They separated and Walska 
moved to New York when the 
Germans occupied Paris in 1940. 
During her final marriage, to her 
yoga teacher, she acquired 
Lotusland — but when he left her 
she turned to gardening in earnest. 


Californian garden 
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CC The garden 
soon became 
an obsession, as 
Walska built up 
a remarkable 
plant collection 
comprising some 
3,000 species IF 


=" Beyond the Aloe Garden lies the Water 
Gafdefi, a former swimming pool that 
Walska planted with Asian lotus (Ne/umbo 
nucifer) in tribute to eastern philosophy. , 


FP . 


Spectacular cacti Ee, e 


iV 
include golden barrel ae. 
(Echinocactus grusonil). 
~~ 


A path through pillars flanked 
by spiky Agave x franzosinii 
leads out of the Blue Garden. 


> Lotusland’s sternest challenge to good taste: the 
clock with a face made of low-growing succulents 
and ‘topiary circus’ of 26 animals and other shapes, 
including a camel, gorilla and giraffe. Only someone 
who genuinely does not care what anyone else thinks 
could create such a thing. It was here that Walska 
would hold court at her parties, sporting extravagant 
headgear and vivid, floral-patterned dresses. 

The lawn is the only open area of the garden; 
the botanical riches are secreted away in what 
looks like a forest surrounding it. The highlight of 
Lotusland for many is the Aloe Garden — some 120 
different species set around a converted kidney- 
shaped swimming pool. But the plants effectively 
take second billing to the giant clamshell cascades 
by the pool, bordered with abalone shells. 


Themed plant collections 
The Blue Garden is another exceptional episode at 
Lotusland, with its canopy of blue atlas cedars and 
tall Chilean wine palms (Jubaea chilensis) above 
groundcover plantings of blue Festuca glauca and 
Senecio mandraliscae. Other blue delights include 
the Mexican blue palm (Brahea armata) and several 
interesting Australian conifers, such as Queensland 
kauri (Agathis robusta), bunya-bunya (Araucaria 
bidwillii), and hoop pine (Araucaria cunninghamii). 
The paths are lined with blue-green glass acquired 
from a local water-bottling plant, a material that was 
fashionable in the late 1990s but that Walska, with 
her independent eye, was using decades before. 
The Cactus Garden was one of Walska’s later 
additions to Lotusland, but it is probably the most 
botanically notable part of the garden today, 
attracting cacti specialists from around the world. 
The cycad collection, too, is internationally 
renowned, representing as it does about half the 
known species. Walska also found time to create 
discreet areas devoted to bromeliads, ferns, 
euphorbias and Australian species, as well as a 
Japanese water garden, with Niwaki-pruned pines. 
Ganna Walska died in 1984 at the age of 100 — 
a fittingly dramatic age — and the garden now 
opens to the public. Potential visitors should be 
aware, however, that there is usually a waiting list 
for reservations. Even in death Madame Walska 
the diva knows how to keep her public waiting. 
* Tim Richardson is the author of Great Gardens 
of America (Frances Lincoln, 2009) 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

ADDRESS Lotusland, Montecito, 

Santa Barbara, California, USA. 

OPEN Visits by prior appointment only. Tours 
take about two hours. TEL +1 805 969 9990 
EMAL reservation@lotusland.org 

WEBS TE www.lotusland.org 


Exotic plants 


Lotusland curator Virginia Hayes 
describes some of the garden's 
fabulous succulents and cycads 


1 Encephalartos trispinosus 

The spine-tipped leaflets of this 
cycad, a native to South Africa, 
create drama in the Cycad Garden. 


2 Euphorbia ingens (weeping form) 
Planted in front of the house, this 
succulent from South and East 
Africa, with its twisted stems, is one 
of the most photographed plants at 
Lotusland. Shown with the golden 
barrel cactus, Echinocactus grusonii, 
from Mexico. 


3 Cleistocactus species 

The true identity of this cactus 
selection is still in question, 
but its beauty is not. 


4 Aeonium undulatum 

Native to the Canary Islands, 
the saucer plant is unusual for 
an Aeonium in that new rosettes 
grow from its base rather than 
branching from the stem. 


5 Aloe brevifolia 

The short-leaved aloe, from South 
Africa, grows in masses as a ground 
cover plant, and in rocky crevices. 


6 Mammillaria compressa 

Known as mother of hundreds, this 
cactus species from central Mexico 
increases in size by making 
numerous offsets; the clumps can 
eventually reach 1m in diameter. 


7 Sedum x rubrotinctum ‘Aurora’ 

A pastel variant of the popular jelly 
bean sedum (which is bright red and 
green). It forms a colourful ground 
cover in the succulent garden. 


8 Opuntia microdasys ‘Monstrose’ 
The sensuous, wavy form of the 
bunny ears cactus, from central 
and northern Mexico, is the result 
of a mutation that causes it to 
expand in two dimensions. 


9 Agave parryi 

Commonly called mescal, this is 

one of the species from which the 
eponymous alcoholic drink is made. 
From Arizona, Texas and New Mexico. 
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John Hoyland 


urseryman John Hoyland 
is deceptively soft-spoken; 
at moments I strain to hear 


him above the lunchtime chatter of 
the Garden Museum café, It is a voice 
that should be attached to someone 
shy and retiring, and yet it quickly 
becomes apparent that there is a hint 
of evangelical zeal behind his gentle 
manner, and no shortage of opinions. 
He kicks off with rare plants, 
the pursuit of which he compares to 
bird-spotting. “It’s like chasing after the 
little boring brown ones, ticking them 
off. It doesn’t interest me.” His series 
of Nurseryman’s favourites begins next 
month, and he tells me he plans to use 
it to rediscover old classics as much as 


CCI’m giving them the best raw materials. There are so many 
great plants you can grow, and so many ways of putting 
them together. It’s only limited by your imagination 9) 


to highlight new discoveries. “I can get 
as excited as anyone by a new shade of 
dierama with slightly darker anthers, 
but there is a huge danger of losing sight 
of the decent, honest plants, and of the 
beautiful asters I already have in my 
garden, I want to remind readers what 
it felt like the first time they saw a stand 
of Verbena bonariensis in full bloom, or 
Alchemilla mollis after rain. There is a 
reason these plants are classics.” 

He takes the same approach at 
Pioneer Nursery, which he runs with 
partner Nick Downing. “We have 
gradually made the sort of nursery we 
would want to visit. These are the plants 
we would want to find and grow.” At 
first he wanted to grow everything. 

“T was like a kid in a sweetshop, but 
now I get as big a buzz from seeing a 
hornbeam hedge come into leaf as I do 
any of the more unusual things.” 

Pioneer isn’t their first nursery. In 
the 1980s they undertook a classic dash 
from civilisation, leaving the computer 
company John had built up in the City. 
“Tt was the time of Thatcherism and 
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Meet the softly spoken evangelist who want to help gardeners 
throw off the shackles of convention and think for themselves 


WORDS LIA LEENDERTZ PHOTOGRAPH CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


the boom and we were doing well. 

But people around us were dying of 
AIDS, without having lived their lives. 

I realised I wasn’t living mine, and that 
what I wanted to do with it was garden.” 
They bought a nursery in the Pyrénées. 
(“Take a map of Europe and look for 


the worst possible location for a nursery: 


half way up a mountain, far from major 
towns. There.”) After 12 years, though, 
they missed home and started to look 


for a site for a nursery in Britain. “At 
the time a great many small nurseries 
were for sale. It was sad: so many closing 
and all that loss of expertise.” Pioneer 
Nurseries was not the most picturesque 
of places, but it was the site of the 
nursery of the Letchworth Pioneers, 
the Victorian Utopian socialists who 
founded Letchworth Garden City as 

an alternative to the slums of London. 
“With a history like that, we couldn’t 
resist,” says John. 

As well as running the nursery, 
and writing about gardening, John 
acts as a garden advisor to various 
gardens. Although this involves a 
certain amount of drawing up of 
planting plans and shifting of sight 
lines, he squirms at the term ‘garden 
design’ “I don’t like the division 
between design and plantsmanship. 
I think plantspeople are often the 
best designers because they know 
the materials so well. So many 
garden designers don’t know plants. 
You wouldn't get this in any other 
design field. Imagine a fashion 


designer that didn’t understand the 
properties of silk or wool.” 

He is far from anti-design, but his 
interest is in helping people to get the 
confidence to create their own vision. 
“Gardens are one of the few places we 
can be really creative, and yet gardeners 
seem to have lost confidence — they 
copy designers, or other gardens.” He 
cites a gardener he knows who grows 
only allysum and lobelias. “There is a 
real joy about it because the plants are 
so well grown. It’s surprisingly beautiful. 
It would never get into the NGS Yellow 
Book or the pages of a gardening 
magazine, but that doesn’t matter.” 

He describes his own garden 
as “Fruitful. It’s full of flowers and 
vegetables and fruit. But it’s also messy 
and infuriating, as gardens are. Every 
now and then I think: that looks great. 
But then the moment passes.” He thinks 
the idea of gardens as ‘outdoor rooms’ 
is hugely misleading. “Gardens are 
always changing. They need constant 
attention and are never finished. One 
year you can create a wonderful plant 
association, the next year one of the 
plants will flower earlier than the other 
and everything's slightly out. Gardening 
is about anticipation, not completion.” 

And this is where the evangelism 
kicks in: he wants to give people 
the confidence to see gardening as a 
creative process. “I’m giving them the 
best raw materials. There are so many 
great plants you can grow, and so many 
ways of putting them together. It’s only 
limited by your imagination.”0 
* John Hoyland begins a new season 
of Nurseryman’'s favourites in next 
month's GARDENS ILLUSTRATED. 

NEXT MONTH John Massey of 
Ashwood Nurseries in Staffordshire. 
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hotographers tend to make good gardens. Artists compose 

with colour and texture; photographers work more closely 

with contrasts of light and shade, seeking out depth and 
resonance in their planning and planting. In a landscape flooded 
with strong Mediterranean light, where colours are bleached and 
blotted by the sun, silvery greens, greys and blues predominate 
and purplish shadows stretch beneath cypresses, olives and 
evergreen oaks, there is much to entice and challenge the 
hand and eye of the photographer-gardener. 

Twelve years ago, Guy Hervais, a photographer specialising 

in beauty and architecture, came to this rugged part of Provence 
from Paris, with his wife Bibi. Determined to find “a traditional 
Provencal house — or rather, a garden with a house’, he chanced 
upon an unspoiled 18th-century hunting lodge, built on the ruins 
of what had once been a Roman villa. With its back to the wild 
hills of the Luberon, and surrounded by 12 acres of land, the 
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PAGE EFT The Sultan's Pool dominates 
the terrace between the house and the formal 
garden. Beside it grows /ris ‘Argus Pheasant, 
whose orange-brown flowers make a rich contrast 
with Guy's normal planting palette of blue and green. 


P RIGHT The varied textures of this old garden 
include gnarled, pollarded plane trees (Platanus x 
hispanica) and weathered stonework. 


PIGh | A mown path through flowering white 
rocket (Diplotaxis ericoides) defines The Olive Spiral. 
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ochre building looked south under a wide sky across vineyards 

and rugged crests towards Aix-en-Provence. Water trickled through 
the gardens, spurting from fountainheads and gathering in deep 
stone pools. “There was the structure of a garden immediately 
south of the house,” says Guy, “as well as a centuries-old magnolia 
and two magnificent yews. Below the terrace, though, it was a 
question of reinterpreting the past in a new, formal idiom — 

I call it the Faux French formal garden.” 


simple planting 

Guy chose to make grass paths (“I just can’t bear dry, dusty paths”) 
between borders filled in spring with blue and white Iris germanica 
“no fancy cultivars, I’m afraid, just the wild blue form”. When 

the irises fade, drifts of lavender and Perovskia replace them, 
interwoven with the swishy grass Stipa tenuissima and neatly 
framed with clipped rosemary and box. Two quince trees 


French garden 


KIS PAGE, LEFT Aleppo pines (Pinus halepensis) 
and Spanish broom (Spartium junceum) flank 
the avenue Guy calls the Champs Elysées, in 
memory of Paris, where they used to live. 


BOTTOMLEF) Hazels cast dappled shade over 

the Washerwoman’s Pool, behind the house. 
BOTTOMRIGHT Flourishing stems of Lavandula 

x intermedia ‘Grosso’, just before flowering, sweep 
around a Montpelier rock rose, Cistus monspeliensis. 


CC There was the structure of a garden immediately south of the house... 
Below the terrace, though, it was a question of reinterpreting the past 
in a new, formal idiom — I call it the Faux French formal garden 3D 


(Cydonia oblonga) and two crab apples (Malus ‘Cardinal’) punctuate _ region,” he laments, “and this is an attempt to preserve some of 
the four-square pattern. “It’s simple planting,’ says Guy.“From the _ those in danger of being lost.” Among the long list of artichokes 


first, | knew I wanted to work with, rather than against, the local he grows is Cynara cardunculus ‘Cric. He loves his cherry orchard, 

landscape, using easy rather than difficult plants. However, he adds _ too, with its old cultivars, and the potager behind the house, 

with a grin, “recent weather patterns are playing havoc with our which supplies Bibi’s kitchen with organic produce. 

drought-resistant plants such as lavender and rosemary, and all 

our apricots were ruined by hail at blossom time — but the grass, A field of fragrant lavender 

box and yews are loving all the rain this year has brought.” To the north of the house, a wide grassy avenue (known to Guy 
Guy has also planted dozens of artichokes along the boundary and Bibi as the ‘Champs Elysées’, and pictured above), is striped 

wall. “People used to grow so many different varieties in this with the shadows of broom and pine. As you stroll along the p 
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CC The garden’s structure is strong, but Guy is keenly aware of the 


There are frequent glimpses of the 

spectacular landscape beyond the 

garden — this is the view southward 
towards Mont Sainte Victoire. 

LEF | Iris germanica carpets 

Guy's ‘Faux French’ formal 

garden in early summer. 


ephemeral 
elements, too: a surprise appearance in the grass of a wild flower, a rare dewy 
sunrise or the sudden brilliance of a white bloom in deep shade 3D 


wild flower, a rare dewy sunrise or the sudden brilliance of a white 


[> avenue you catch glimpses of neat rows of vines to the right and 
an olive grove to the left. The vines now yield enough fruit to make 
1,000 bottles of red wine, a Grenache that Guy has named Hocus 
Pocus. Beyond the vines lie parallel rows of lavender in the classic 
Provencal manner. The olive grove, however, departs from tradition 
— Guy has planted his trees in a spiral, so that “you have a complete 
360-degree experience of the play of light and shade as you pass 
through these beautiful trees,” explains Guy. “You simply wouldn't 
get that effect if they were planted in straight rows.” 


bloom in deep shade, which appeal to his photographer’s eye. From 
the terrace, the Sultan’s Pool below flickers in an watery echo of the 
leafy plane trees overhead and Guy smiles with pure pleasure, as 
though looking through a lens at paradise.a 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
SPEN Contact Guy and Bibi Hervais for visits by appointment. 


The garden’s structure is strong, but Guy is keenly aware of the 
ephemeral elements, too: the surprise appearance in the grass of a 


TEL +33 (0)4 90 77 2415 


Guy's favourite gardens to visit in Provence 


L'HARMAS DE FABRE 

Guy describes the garden of late naturalist 
Jean-Henri Fabre as “a magical place” and 

one of Europe's most important gardens. 

Route d'Orange, 84830 Sérignan du Comtat. 
Tel +33 (0)4 90 70 15 61, 
www.museum-paca.org/harmas-collections.htm 


LE JARDIN DE LALCHIMISTE 

Explore the maze and gardens planted 
with healing herbs and species associated 
with alchemy. “Amazing family fun,” 
according to Guy. 

Mas de la Brune — 13810 Eygaliéres. 

Tel +33 (0)4 90 90 67 67, 
www.jardin-alchimiste.com 
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LA LOUVE 
Iconic garden designed by Nicole de Vésian, 
brilliantly curated by owner Judith Pillsbury. 


Guy loves “the garden's smallness and charm’. 


Chemin Saint Gervais, 84480 Bonnieux. 
For details of tours contact the Office of 


Tourism in Bonnieux, tel +33 (0)4 90 75 9190. 


Small groups may contact owner Judith direct 
via judithpillsbury@gmail.com 


PEPINIERE JEAN-MARIE REY 
Mediterranean plant specialists who 

grow ornamental container plants. Guy is 
impressed with their “tremendous passion”. 
Route de Carpentras, 84150 Jonquiéres. 
Tel +33 (0)4 90 70 56 51, www.jeanrey.fr 


ADDRESS Pavillon de Galon, 84160 Cucuron, Luberon, France. 


WEBS TE www.pavillondegalon.com 


LE POTAGER DE VAL JOANIS 

This 19th century-style garden has three 
terraces and an arbour, with unusual 
combinations of plants and vegetables. 
Chateau Val Joanis, 84120 Pertuis. 

Tel +33 (0)4 90 79 20 77, 
www.val-joanis.com 


JARDINS DE SALAGON 

Located on a 2,000-year-old Gallo-Roman 
site, this garden offers “a collection of 
classic and rare plants alongside 
impressive architecture”. 

Prieuré de Salagon, 04300 Mane. 

Tel +33 (0)4 92 75 19 93, 
www.musee-de-salagon.com 


French garden 


From midsummer, a simple planting of 
box balls, silver-blue perovskias and the 
grass Stipa tenuissima flourishes beneath 
acurtain of dark, fragrant cypresses. 
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Hidden treasures 
of the Himalayas 


What's it like to join a planthunting expedition to the remeé 
kingdom of Bhutan? Photographer Andrew Lawson finds out 


WORDS ANDREW LAWSON PHOTOGRAPHS PATRICK KINMONTH, ANDREW LAWSON & TESSATRAEGER 
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. Afidrew trekked through pine forests 
Worreach the 17th-céntury Buddhist 
nastery of Taktshaiig (The Tiger's 
«perched on the face of a, 
rat an altitude of 3,200m. ' € 
LEFT He found this fabulous 

Rhododendron thomsonii growing. 

* *-jn a valley at about 2,900m. ‘ 


uJ y 


. 


- 


Rie es 


/ s planthunters, we were an incongruous 
A . bunch. There were just the four of us, 
A X& making a breakaway party from a larger 
group. Our little party comprised a country GP, 

an opera director and two photographers. We 
also had a Bhutanese back-up team, consisting 
of a local guide, a driver and a botanist. 

The Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan is a tiny 
country sandwiched between two giants, India 
and China. With a population of just over half a 
million, Bhutan is about the size of Switzerland. 
Many parts are inaccessible by road. 

Bhutan is a Buddhist country with a benevolent 
king who lives in a bungalow. In place of gross 
domestic product (GDP) the country aspires to 
a regime of gross national happiness (GNH), a term 
coined in 1972 by Bhutan’s former King Jigme Singye 
Wangchuck. The success of this policy was demon- 
strated by the gentle, kind and easy-going character 
of everybody we encountered. 

Among the first Western explorers to Bhutan 
early in the 19th century were W Griffith and 
JC White, whose names are commemorated in 
numerous plants of the region, such as Euphorbia 
griffithii and Primula whitei. Later, between 1933 and 
1949, planthunters such as Frank Kingdon-Ward, 
George Sherriff and Frank Ludlow brought many 
garden-worthy plants from Bhutan back to Europe. 

Compared with the privations suffered by these 
pioneers, our travels through Bhutan were luxurious in 
the extreme. We would leave our hotel in the morning 
to be driven high into the mountains. We would then 
work our way downhill on foot, pausing to study and 
photograph any plant that took our interest. Such was 
the splendour of the plant life we encountered (not 
to mention our lack of fitness) that we sometimes 
covered no more than 200 metres before lunch. 

The highlights of our April journey included 
swathes of pale lilac-coloured Primula denticulata 
growing in boggy areas beside streams, and 
Arisaema and Paris in the rhododendron-rich 
forests. We found numerous herbaceous and alpine 
plants still unknown in English gardens. Indeed, 
with the recent discovery by a BBC team of an 
indigenous population of tigers, who knows what 
undiscovered wonders — both plants and animals — 
lie hidden in this magical land.o 
* The writer travelled to Bhutan with Panoramic 
Journeys, www.panoramicjourneys.com 
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Andrew chooses some favourite 
plants from his high-altitude quest 


1 Arisaema griffithii 

We found the striking Griffith's cobra 
lily on the damp forest floor just 
below Dochu Laa, at 3,140m. 


2 Primula denticulata 

The most common primrose we 
saw, occurring wherever damp 
valleys opened out of the forest. 


3 Euphorbia griffithii 

We found isolated specimens of 
this species — familiar as a garden 
plant — in damp ground near the 
Phobjikha valley (2,900m). 


4 Paris marmorata 

One of our prize finds, we spotted 
its silver-veined leaves on the forest 
floor of Dochu Laa at 3,140m. 


5 Rhododendron arboreum 

var. roseum 

The tree rhododendron grows to 
about 12m in many of the more 
open silver fir forests of Bhutan. 


6 Dolichousnea longissima (lichen) 
with Edgeworthia 

Lichen grows well in the pure air 

of the Bhutan mountains. Here 
Dolichousnea longissima entwines 

a flowering Edgeworthia twig 

near the Lawa La Pass, at 3,360m. 


7 Planthunting partners 

Our party included Patrick 
Kinmonth, the distinguished opera 
director, and his wife Tessa Traeger, 
who is famed for her still life 
photography for Vogue. 


8 Rhododendron cinnabarinum 
We came across this delicate-looking 
shrub in the Haa valley at 2,670m. 


9 Primula griffithii 

Perhaps the greatest rarity of our 
trip. We found just two or three 
specimens in the Chele Laa 
pass, at nearly 4000m. 


10 Cremanthodium 

One of 50 species of a genus that 
grows wild in India, Tibet, China and 
Bhutan. We found this small clump 
at 3,888m in the Chele Laa pass. 


11 Gentiana sp. 

Some 45 species of gentian are 
known to grow in Bhutan; we found 
this one in the Chele Laa pass. 


12 Rhododendron keysii 

This shrubby species with striking, 
tubular flowers was growing on 
the roadside at about 2,900m. 


Inbrief , - 

NAME The.Gatdens at Corrour. 
WHAT, Wild-looking lakeside 
landscape merging into woodlands. 
Designed by Jinny Blom. 

WHERE A remote Highland 
location in Inverness-shire. 

SIZE About 60 acres. 


SOIL Acid, with some added topsoil. 


CLIMATE; High rainfall; winter 
snow; Strong Winds; altitude 411m. 
SPECIAL-FEATURES Repetition 

of native trees and shrubs with 
robust perennials and wildflowers. 
GARDEN PLAN See page 74. 
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here are two ways to approach 

Corrour Lodge, which sits at the 

heart of its own 57,000-acre estate in 
Inverness-shire: by train, disembarking at the 
highest station on the West Highland Railway 
Line and skirting Loch Ossian for 4! miles 
along a forest track; or 30 miles by road from 
Fort William, following the twisting drive 
across moorland until you glimpse the trees 
that cradle the lodge. Either way, you cannot 
visualise a garden at the end of your journey. 
And although the grounds around the 
imposing granite lodge are referred to as ‘the 
garden, they form what designer Jinny Blom 
calls an ‘anti garden; a restful, naturalistic- 
looking transition between the dark grey 
building, the surrounding forest and the 
dramatic, glacier-scoured open moorland. 

The bold decision to allow the planting 

to sweep right up to the facade of the lodge 
creates a feeling that the building has just 
risen up out of the trees. The view down 
the lake, framed by mature beeches, seems to 
have been enjoyed for hundreds of years. In 
fact, when the original lodge was built by 
philanthropist Sir John Stirling Maxwell 
in the 1880s it stood among bare bog. 
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The current owner, who built on the 
footprint of Sir John’s lodge, wanted a low- 
maintenance, wild-looking garden that 
would naturalise, But, as with all successful 
ecological projects, the garden’s creation 
required meticulous planning and a willing- 
ness to try different planting techniques. 

For the trees, the best solution proved to 
be cell-grown young plants with strong root 
systems and reduced top growth. The condi- 
tions —a short growing season, up to 2.3m of 
rain a year (in England the average is 84cm), 
thick snow in winter, buffeting winds and 
acid soil — were challenging in the extreme. 


Preparing the ground 

Before any planting could begin, Jinny 
installed an 11-mile fence to keep the deer 
out. She started a regime of tree-thinning, 
especially of Sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis), 

to open up views. This allowed her to create 
a more natural woodland habitat with an 
understorey of shrubs such as rhododen- 
drons, azaleas, holly and fruit bushes and 
ground cover of grasses, ferns and herbaceous 
plants. Her plant palette — a mixture of natives 
and robust perennials — was influenced by the 


list of species that Sir John, who became an 
avid plant collector, had used in the stone 
terrace below the lodge. “I wanted to have 
huge naturalised clumps of species that 
harked back to that period of Victorian 
plant collecting, things like leopard lilies, 
giant cowslips, cardiocrinums and exotic 
ferns that would pop up haphazardly 
through the birch and rowan copses.” 

The Victorian terrace, with a circular 
pool flanked by semi-circular beds and two 
beautifully crafted alpine beds, is the only 
formal part of the grounds. Buried under 
a mat of moor grass, the lattice-pattern 
stonework was painstakingly restored, and 
replanted with tougher examples of the alpine 
plants originally there. A phalanx of glori- 
ously scented yellow azaleas (Rhododendron 
luteum) frames the granite steps up from the 
jetty, creating a fiery contrast to the soaring 
grey lodge in autumn. Seeing how well they 
survived the battering winds, Jinny intro- 
duced them along the iron railings that mark 
the new entrance to the lodge. It is this repeti- 
tion of key trees, shrubs and perennials and 
of stone and wood that gives the garden 
a remarkable and relaxing cohesion that — [> 
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els Long grasses and wildflower 

lap up to the walls of the lodge. ~ 
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0 Sree old Sitka spruce... 
row on the shores Sead loch. = 
»RIGHT Jinny was keen to keep the granite > 
Boulders near the lodge, including this 
huge mossy one — and even added More 
wie replicate the rocky landscape. me 


The River. Ossian flows northward 
out of the loch, past drifts of 
foxgloves (Digitalis purpurea) and 
a solitary goat willow (Salix caprea) 


[> extends to the outbuildings and cottages 
down the drive, where plantings of native 
species continue. One of the most successful 
combinations is found here: a meadow where 
lupins in shades of dark red, blue and white 
have naturalised alongside leopard lilies and 
clusters of downy birch (Betula pubescens) 
and broom (Cytisus scoparius). 

For the first few years the planting was 
allowed to establish itself with little mainte- 
nance. But by last summer some areas had 
become too wild, with dominant species such 
as ox-eye daisies taking over. The original 
contractors restored the balance and now an 
experienced gardener has been taken on who 
is sympathetic to the ethos of this landscape. 
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For Jinny, the pleasure now comes from 
seeing moisture-lovers such as Sikkim 
cowslip (Primula sikkimensis) growing like 
weeds. “What a treat,” she says. “You can’t 
grow those in many places. I am really 
pleased to see the landscape springing back 
to life because it confounds the theory that 
nothing would grow there.’7 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

The garden at Corrour is private, but is 
open to paying guests at the lodge. 
WEBS'TE www.corrour.co.uk 
DES|GNER For more examples of Jinny 
Blom's work visit www.jinnyblom.com 


Garden plan 


1 Loch Ossian 
2 Sauna 
3 Woods 
4 Lodge 
5 Garden 


6 River Ossian 
7 Chapel 

8 Circular pool 
9 Jetty 


PLAN BY JINNY BLOM 


Wild planting 


Jinny Blom names nine favourites 
from Corrour, for that natural look 


1 Lychnis flos-cuculi 
Ragged robin has thin stems and sprays 
of pink flowers with raggedy petals. 


2 Cirsium rivulare 
Spectacular, deep crimson thistles atop 
erect stems and dark green leaves. 


3 Pilosella aurantiaca 
Known as fox and cubs because of 
the way the flowers grow in a cluster. 


4 Campanula latifolia var. alba 
This beautiful plant has erect stems 
with pendulous flower bells. 


5 Primula florindae 
Giant cowslip is one of the most striking 
wild primulas, and sweetly fragrant too. 


6 Aconitum napellus Anglicum Group 
Blue flowers between May and July, 
and lovely soft winter foliage. 


7 Vicia cracca 
Tufted vetch bears densely packed 
flowers on one side of a long, bare stalk. 


8 Lilium x dalhansonii 

‘Mrs R O Backhouse’ 

This cultivar has rich orange-yellow 
blooms spotted with purple. 


9 Dianthus deltoides 
Amat-forming species, this is one 
of the easiest wildflowers to grow. 


Where to buy tough plants 
& seed for exposed gardens 


Ardfearn Nursery 

Alpines, herbaceous plants, trees and 
shrubs. Bunchrew, Inverness IV3 8RH. 
Tel 01463 243250, 
www.ardfearn-nursery.co.uk 


Glendoick Gardens and Nursery 
Specialises in rhododendrons and 
ornamental fruit trees. Perth PH2 7NS. 
Tel 01738 860205, www.glendoick.com 


Scotia Seeds 

Producers of Scottish wildflower 
seeds. Mavisbank, Farnell, Brechin, 
Angus DDO 6TR. Tel 01356 626425; 
www.scotiaseeds.co.uk 
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Vision of paradise 


Four centuries ago, the Shah of Persia created these 
seemingly miraculous water gardens in the arid 
landscape of Isfahan. Now surrounded by a bustling city, 
they still exert a soothing influence over visitors 


WORDS CAROLINE BECK PHOT 


tis said that the city of Isfahan is ‘half 
| the world. When you wander through 
its wide, shaded streets and over its deli- 
cate, arched bridges you can understand how 
for centuries this breathtaking city has capti- 
vated the imaginations of Western travellers. 
In the centre of Isfahan lies the spectac- 
ular pavilion and garden of Chehel Sotoun. 
Laid out in 1598, the garden embodies the 
high point of Persian architecture, under Shah 
Abbas I. During his reign Isfahan became one 
of the most beautiful and wealthy cities in the 
world. Over successive centuries foreign visi- 
tors marvelled at its glittering mosques, 
decorative arts and magnificent gardens. 
Chehel Sotoun is now surrounded by 
a bustling metropolis of more than three 
million people, but as soon as you enter its 
gates, the noise of the city seems to ebb away. 


Global influence 
Like all Persian gardens, this is a place of 
serenity. It uses the simple elements of water, 
shade and enclosure that have been repli- 
cated across the world from the Taj Mahal 
in India to the Alhambra in Spain. 

The airy pavilion at the heart of Chehel 
Sotoun is an 18th-century reconstruction 
of an earlier pavilion built by Shah Abbas II. 
Its roof is supported by 20 timber pillars, 
whose numbers seem to double when 
reflected in the still waters of the pool (hence 
the name ‘chehel sotoun, which means “40 
pillars’), As late as the 1930s the British writer 
Robert Byron attended a party in the pavilion 
and wrote about it in his classic travel 
journal, The Road to Oxiana. ‘Spread with 
carpets, lit with pyramids of lamps, and filled 
with several hundred people, the verandah 
looked enormous; its wooden pillars and 
painted canopy towered away into the night’ 

Today the garden is still beautiful, if a little 
worn. The pavilion has an air of impossibility 
about it, as if floating; the slender columns 
look too delicate to hold up the vast roof. 


PHS JANE SEBIRE 


On the exterior of the pavilion you can 
still see fragments of floral motifs, which 
must once have covered the walls. Flowers are 
everywhere in Iranian decorative arts: they 
are the essence of countless miniature paint- 
ings, ceramics and buildings, and of the 
ornate carpets for which Isfahan is famed. 
Iranians still grow the real flowers that inspire 
them, especially scented ones such as the 
damask rose (Rosa x damascena), in abun- 
dance, in defiance of the arid landscape. 


Anurb 


The origins of the word ‘paradise’ come 


9an OASIS 


from the Persian word pairidaeza, meaning 
enclosed garden, and Chehel Sotoun, like so 
many Persian gardens, feels other-worldly; a 
paradise on earth. It’s not an overtly grand 
style of architecture. It isa comfortable, 
humane space — light, airy and cool after 
the intense heat and noise of the city. 

Ordinary Iranians clearly revere the 
garden and on the holy day of Friday, 
families come here to picnic, spreading out 
their rugs on the grass, feasting on pome- 
granates, pistachios and honey cake and 
drinking chai flavoured with cardamom. 

Sadly, as with many Persian gardens, 
Chehel Sotoun is falling into disrepair 
through a lack of money and imagination. 
The planting looks tired and haphazard and 
many of the trees need replanting. It would 
be a great loss if these magnificent gardens, 
whose influence has spread across the world, 
were to fall into dereliction. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

OPEN Daily, summer 8am to noon and 2pm 
to 8pm; winter 8am to 4pm. Fridays tend to 
be extremely busy. The climate of Isfahan is 
usually best in May and September. 

FIEMS Caroline Beck is a producer 


whose programmes regularly appear 
on Radio 4 and the World Service. 


‘\ In brief 

. NAME Chehel Sotoun. 
WHAT A 16th-century garden 
and royal banqueting pavilion. 


WHERE Isfahan, Iran. 
SIZE 17 acres. 

: SOIL Stony. 
"CONDITIONS Dry. The garden 
ty 9's irrigated using water from 
‘the mountains outside the 

City. Some frost in winter. 
SPECIAL FEATURES Classic 
Islamic garden whose layout 
influenced later gardens 
around the World. 


The pavilion may be faded and its 
lensineed of care, but the past 
grandeur of the place is unmistakable, 
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Hotels 
1 LE MANOIR AUX QUAT’ SAISONS 


Church Road, Great Milton, 

Oxfordshire OX44 7PD. 

Tel 01844 278881, www.manoir.com 
Renowned chef Raymond Blanc has created 
a destination hotel in the Oxfordshire 
countryside with food a key feature of any 
stay. Part of that food experience centres 
around the impressive vegetable garden. 
Run on organic principles, the well-tended 
potager provides a selection of salad crops, 
herbs and vegetables for the kitchens. Guests 
are welcome to book a tour of the gardens 
with head gardener Anne-Marie Owens. 


2 THE SPREAD EAGLE 

Church Lawn, Stourton, near Warminster, 
Wiltshire BA12 6QE. 

Tel 01747 840587, www.spreadeagleinn.com 
Traditional yet smart country inn situated on 
Stourton's village green and just opposite the 
entrance to the magnificent landscaped 
gardens of Stourhead. Guests staying at The 
Spread Eagle are free to enjoy the gardens at 
their leisure. The temples, monuments, rare 
trees and plants at Stourhead are set around 
a magnificent lake. The gardens offer year- 
round highlights and Stourhead is among the 
National Trust's most popular properties. 


places to stay 


3 STON EASTON PARK 

Ston Easton, Somerset BA3 4DF. 

Tel 01761 241631, www.stoneaston.co.uk 
This Palladian mansion is now a smart hotel 
and guests are welcome to enjoy the 
surrounding elegant 18th-century park. This 
is the work of celebrated landscape designer 
Humphry Repton, whose Red Book, with 
watercolour plans showing the ‘before’ and 
‘after’ stages of the garden, can be found in 
the hotel reception. There is also a productive 
walled garden restored in the 1970s by 
Penelope Hobhouse, along with a rose garden 
and colourful cutting garden. Stay in the hotel 
or choose The Gardener's Cottage 
overlooking the kitchen garden. Tours with the 
head gardener may be booked in advance. 


4 HOTEL ENDSLEIGH 
Milton Abbot, Tavistock, 
Devon PL19 OPQ. 

Tel 01822 870000, www.hotelendsleigh.com 
Another of Repton's landscapes, this was 
among his last projects and one that spans 
amoment in garden history between the 
Landscape Movement and Picturesque 
ideals. Now a hotel, the grounds still include 
Repton's flower garden and rose walk, which 
leads guests to explore the landscape beyond. 
Here you'll find a ravine plunging down to 


f> the River Tamar, extensive tree collection 
planted by Repton and carefully placed rustic 
buildings, such as the dairy. (See issue 113.) 


5 GRAVETYE MANOR 

Vowels Lane, near West Hoathly, 

West Sussex RH19 4LJ. Tel 01342 810567 
www.gravetyemanor.co.uk 

This impressive Elizabethan manor was home 
to renowned garden writer William Robinson 
from 1884 until his death in 1935. Robinson's 
books The Wild Garden and The English 
Flower Garden advocated more natural- 
looking plantings and he put some of his ideas 
into practice at Gravetye. Guests at what is 
now a luxury hotel are free to wander the 
grounds. Don't miss the oval walled vegetable 
garden and the meadow that stretches down 
to the river — a wonderful place to pause on 
summer evenings. 

PLEASE NOTE Bookings may be made 

now for visits from April, when the hotel is 

due to re-open after refurbishment. 


6 BODYSGALLEN HALL 

Llandudno, North Wales LL30 1RS. 

Tel 01492 584466, www.bodysgallen.com 
Extensive restoration over the last 30 years 
has brought these gardens back from 
dereliction. Guests at this luxury hotel may 


wander more than 200 acres of well-tended 
parkland and gardens. Highlights include a 
rare 17th-century box parterre, walled 
Edwardian rose garden and several follies 
and woodland walks. Themed garden tours 
are led by the head gardener throughout 
the year. Check for details of dates. 


7 BARNSLEY HOUSE 

Barnsley, Cirencester GL7 5EE. 

Tel 01285 740000 
www.barnsleyhouse.com 

An irresistible Cotswold house, once home to 
gardening icon Rosemary Verey, who created 
one of the finest private gardens in the 
country. Now a boutique hotel, the gardens 
have been maintained in Rosemary's spirit 


CC Comfy bed & breakfast 


accommodation at this 
pretty peg-tiled Kent cottage 
comes with the added 
benefit of being set within 
a beautifully designed 
and tended garden* 99 


*8 — CHAINHURST COTTAGES 


with formal lawns merging to ancient 
meadows, a productive and stylish potager 
and delightful architectural garden buildings. 


Bed & breakfast 

8 CHAINHURST COTTAGES 

Dairy Lane, Marden, Tonbridge, 

Kent TN12 9SU. Tel 01622 820483 
www.chainhurstcottages.co.uk 

Comfy bed and breakfast accommodation 
at this pretty peg-tiled Kent cottage comes 
with the added benefit of being set within a 
beautifully designed and tended garden. 
There's a wonderful contemporary feel to 
the garden without it ever losing sight of its 
humble cottage-garden roots. Neatly clipped 
evergreen structure, hard-working vegetable 
plot, a herb garden, roses and wisteria are all 
there, along with a potting shed and even a 
handkerchief-sized meadow. (See issue 150.) 


9 LOWER HOUSE 

Cusop Dingle, Hay-on-Wye, Herefordshire 
HR3 5RQ. Tel 01497 820773 
www.lowerhousegardenhay.co.uk 

‘Dingle’ perfectly describes the lush, leafy dell 
in which Lower House is tucked, just a stone’s 
throw from Offa’s Dyke. The garden to this 
inviting bed and breakfast is divided into 
different areas, each based around a strong 


layout and using plenty of luxuriant planting. 
There's quirky topiary, an impressive veg 
patch and a woodland garden set around a 
series of pools (see issue 129). As well as the 
rooms in the house, the owners have added 

a garden room offering more intimate self- 
catering accommodation amid the box garden. 


10 MILLGATE HOUSE 

Millgate, Richmond, Yorkshire DL10 4JN. 
Tel 01748 823571 
www.millgatehouse.com 

The sheltered walled garden to this Georgian 
house bed and breakfast is a lesson in clever 
planting. At just 0.3 acres, the garden is small 
but festooned with old-fashioned roses, ferns, 
hostas and snowdrops, not to mention a 
magnificent Magnolia x kewensis, at its best in 
early spring, and evergreen shrubs for winter 
interest. The garden overlooks the River Swale 
and the Cleveland Hills. Recently awarded 
B&B of the Year by The Good Hotel Guide. 


11 BRESSINGHAM HALL 

Bressingham, Diss, Norfolk IP22 2AA. 
Tel 01379 687243 
www.bressinghamgardens.com 

Here's a bed & breakfast for plant-lovers, 
open to guests from April to October. 
The listed Georgian-style house is set at 


the heart of Bressingham Gardens, and 
former home of the late Alan Bloom, the 
founder of Blooms Nurseries. Visitors are 
welcome to enjoy the 17 acres, including 
the Dell Garden, planted by Alan, and Foggy 
Bottom, planted by his son Adrian, who 
continues to develop the gardens, always 
with an eye to innovation. 


Self-catering 

12 HOUGHTON HALL 

Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE31 6UE. 

Tel 01485 528569, www.houghtonhall.com 
Agents 01638 674756, 
www.statelyholidaycottages.co.uk 

Sleeps 5 people 

This magnificent Palladian house was home 
to Sir Robert Walpole, Britain's first Prime 
Minister. In more recent times Houghton won 
the 2007 Historic Houses Association Garden 
of the Year. The five-acre walled garden was 
renovated and redesigned in 2003 by Isabel 
and Julian Bannerman and features 130m of 
herbaceous borders, yew hedging, rose 
garden, Italian garden and water features — 

all designed with the Bannermans’ sense 

of drama and style. Stay in the Water House, 
built in the 1720s on the edge of the deer park, 
and receive complimentary tickets to the Hall 
and gardens (during garden open season only). 


places to stay 


13 GODDARDS 

Abinger Common, Dorking, Surrey RH5 6TH. 
Tel 01628 825925, www.landmarktrust.org.uk 
Sleeps up to 12 people 

Arts and Crafts masterpiece by that definitive 
design partnership Edwin Lutyens and 
Gertrude Jekyll. Built at the turn of the 20th 
century, the house includes its original skittle 
alley. Out in the garden, the west-facing 
courtyard has recently been restored 
according to Jekyll’s planting plan. The 
property is managed by the Landmark Trust 
and is one of a selection of their properties 
with interesting gardens. 


14 CAMBO ESTATE 

Kingsbarns, St Andrews, Fife KY16 8QD. 
Tel 01333 450054, www.camboestate.com 
Accommodation for 2-16 people 

This Victorian walled garden with effusive 
plantings of perennials also includes a fountain 
and rose-clad wrought iron bridges spanning 
the Cambo Burn. Beyond the walled garden 
are an area of prairie planting, a bog garden 
and woodland extending to the sea. Cambo is 
renowned for its snowdrops and a visit in early 
spring is sure to delight. Guests can choose 
from bed and breakfast or a selection of self- 
catering options, including apartments in the 
Gardener's Wing. (See issue 153.) > 


[> 15 CHATSWORTH 

Bakewell, Derbyshire DE45 1PP. 

Tel 01246 565379, www.chatsworth.org 
Accommodation for 2-10 people 
Chatworth's vast gardens cover 105 acres 
and are an astonishing display of power 
and wealth. They also chart the changes in 
garden fashion over 400 years. The estate 
offers a choice of accommodation from 
hotels, bed and breakfast and self-catering, 
including Swiss Cottage, which sleeps six. 
The house was designed by Joseph Paxton 
(or his associate) as an ‘eye-catcher' to be 
viewed from various vantage points around 
the estate. Its lakeside setting is significant 
too, as this is the water source for the 
magnificent cascade, built in 1690 and 
acentral feature of the garden. 


16 TEMPLE GUITING MANOR 

Temple Guiting, Gloucestershire 

GL54 5RP. Tel 01451 851862, 
www.templeguitingmanor.co.uk 

Sleeps up to 10 people 

Not only do you get to stay ina 
quintessential 15th-century manor of 
creamy Cotswold stone, but house guests 
can indulge in gardens designed by award- 
winning designer Jinny Blom. The 14 acres 
are divided into different areas of planting — 


all richly romantic, with frothy swathes 
of flowers (see issue 162). There is also 
the opportunity to theme your stay with 
a bespoke house party organised by 
Sophie Conran. There's an wide variety 
on offer —- Garden enthusiasts, for 
example, might be interested in the 
masterclasses on herb-growing and 
floristry. See www.sophieconrantg.com 


17 AUDLEY END 

Audley, Essex CB11 4JF. 

Tel 01799 522842 
www.english-heritage.org.uk 
Reservations 0870 333 1187 

Sleeps 4 people 

This grand Jacobean house is surrounded 


by parkland designed by Lancelot ‘Capability’ 


Brown and dotted with ornamental garden 
buildings by Robert Adam. As well as this 
natural-style landscape, there is a formal 
parterre and extensive kitchen garden. Stay 
at Cambridge Lodge cottage and you can 
wander the gardens until dusk, well after 
other visitors have gone. English Heritage 
has accommodation at other properties 
with interesting gardens, such as the 
Greenhouse Apartment at Walmer Castle 
in Kent, with its contemporary garden 
honouring the Queen Mother. 


18 HOWICK HALL 

Alnwick, Northumberland NE66 3LB. 
Tel 01665 577285, www.howickhall 
gardens.org. Agents 01697 746777, 
www.northumbria-byways.com 

Sleeps 2-6 people 

The 2009 Garden Museum/GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED Garden of the Year (see issue 
156), Howick Hall Gardens hug the coast, 
offering everything from snowdrops at the 
start of the season to magnificent autumnal 
colours in the arboretum. Many trees were 
planted by Lord Howick, using seed collected 
on his own planthunting travels. Stay in the 
Bathing House or The Old School and enjoy 
unlimited access to the gardens. 


19 CADHAY MANOR 

Ottery St Mary, Devon EX11 1QT. 

Tel 01404 813511, www.cadhay.org.uk 
Sleeps up to 22 people 

The Elizabethan house at Cadhay has been 
described as one of the top manor houses 

in the country. Up to 22 guest can stay in 

the big house while the Stables and Coach 
House overlook the Kitchen Garden. Exclusive 
access to the gardens is part of your stay. 

An area of the garden has been converted to 
allotments for local residents, so the gardens 
are productive as well as ornamental.c 
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20'SISSINGHURST, 

Near Cranbrooky;Kent TNI7:2AB. 

Tel 0844 8002070 
www.nationaltrustcottages.co.Uk 
Sleeps 6 (plus baby’s cot) 

As one of Britain's most iconic gardens, 
Sissinghurst welcomes thousands of 
visitors each day. Yet as a guest at the 
Priest's House you'll have access to 
Vita Sackville-West's inspirational 
garden after the crowds have gone. 
The cottage borders the White Garden, 
on to which many of the rooms have 
views. Owned by the National Trust, 
this is just one of a huge selection of 
properties available to let, many of 
which are located in garden settings. 


places to stay 


Annuals seed 
collection 


with FREE plug plants worth £9.99 


Sow this collection of annuals in spring and you'll have colourful 
displays within a matter of months. Our selection, from Thompson 
& Morgan, comprises six packets of seeds for just £12.49. 


Lathyrus odoratus ‘Ballerina Blue’ 
This vigorous sweet pea produces 
large, highly scented flowers with four 
blooms per 30-35cm long stems. 


Lobelia ‘Blue Cascade’ 

Freely trailing plants are covered in 
myriad blooms to create clouds of blue 
flowers with small white eyes. An easy- 
to-grow annual that is popular for its 
versatility and long flowering period. 


Nigella papillosa ‘African Bride’ 
Attractive large, snowy-white blooms 
with the deepest black centres are 
followed by decorative, spidery seed 
pods. Easy to grow as a border-filler, 
nigella is also good as a cut flower 
and works well dried. 


25 FREE Lathyrus ‘Sweet Dreams’ 
plug plants (worth £9.99) 

Each variety within this mixture 

has been selected for its outstanding 
fragrance, its exhibition-standard 
blooms and superb growing 
performance. 


HOW TO ORDER 


Papaver somniferum 

“Blackcurrant Fizz’ 

Distinctive, serrated blooms in an 
unusually deep, burgundy shade. Easy- 
to-grow and will add drifts of colour to 
summer borders. Attractive seed pods. 


Papaver somniferum ‘Cherry Glow’ 
Large flowering poppy with petals in 
a deep, rich scarlet. Perfect for adding 
quick and easy colour to borders. 
Attractive seed pods. 


Zinnia ‘Aztec Sunset’ 

Floriferous, dwarf, bushy plants are 
clothed in striking double flowers 

in a wide range of colour shades, 
including many bicolours. Attractive 
to butterflies, too. 


OR 5 FREE Lobelia erinus ‘Kathleen 
Mallard’ plug plants (worth 9.99) 
This unique lobelia is the perfect 
container plant, its naturally 
cascading habit keeps a tidy 

and close-knit appearance with 
hundreds of blooms. 


Call 0844 573 6054 (quote GIL7), visit www.plantoffers.com/GIL7, or fill in the 
coupon below and send it with a cheque made payable to TMYP to the address 
below. Collections will be despatched from February onwards. Seeds and plants 
dispatched separately. Sweet pea plants supplied in multi-sown cells with five 
plants per cell. Delivery to UK addresses only. Offer closes 28 February 2011 
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Please note that your contract for supply of goods is with Thompson & Morgan 
(Young Plants) Ltd. Terms & Conditions available upon request. All offers are 
subject to availability, In the event of over-subscription, T&M reserve the right to 
substitute any varieties for others of equal or greater value. 


Collection 


Total 


Six packets of seeds 

Lathyrus ‘Ballerina Blue’ Lobelia ‘Blue Cascade’, 
Nigella papillosa ‘African Bride’ Papaver 
somniferum ‘Blackcurrant Fizz; Papaver 
somniferum ‘Cherry Glow’ Zinnia ‘Aztec Sunset’ 


£12.49 


Choose ONE of the following free gifts 
25 Lathyrus ‘Sweet Dreams’ plug plants 
or 

5 Lobelia ‘Kathleen Mallard’ plug plants 
(Please tick box to indicate which) 


(p&p is included) 


ORDER FORM — PLEASE SEND ORDER & PAYMENT to: 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Annuals Offer, Dept GIL7, PO Box 99, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 2SN ' 


Title Initial Surname 

Address 

™ __ Postcode __ ‘ 
Email Address H 


l enclose a cheque for £ made payable to TMYP and 
with my name and address on the back 

Or charge myL] Visa LO Mastercard L] Switch ‘ 
Card Number \ 
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01437 765 765 __—coastalcottages.co.uk 


SUSAN WORNER TOURS 


Botanical « Wild Flower ¢ Garder 


Join our small and friendly botanical tours to France, Italy, 
Portugal and Switzerland or further afield to Morocco, 
South Africa and Guadeloupe. We specialise in opening the 
gates to prestigious private gardens with owners or head 
gardeners welcoming us. On wild flower tours our 
enthusiastic botanists accompany us through superb 
countryside rich in wild flora. 


As an established company we offer exceptional holidays 
with expert guides and charming hotels. Each tour is 
personally devised to provide quality, care and attention to 
detail — in short a good time awaits you. 


BOOKING AND CONTACT DETAILS 
TEL 01904 651 651 

EMA\L info@susanwornertours.com 
\WEBS!TE www.susanwornertours.com 


Six fantastic locations, a warm welcome and 
award-winning food. Each hotel is close to some 
of the most stunning gardens and landscapes 

in Britain — all just waiting to be explored. 

Special offers available throughout the year. 


BOOKING AND CONTACT DETAILS 
www.richardsonhotels.co.uk 

1 The Fowey Hotel, Fowey 

Tel 01726 832551, www.thefoweyhotel.co.uk 
2 The Falmouth Hotel, Falmouth 

Tel 01326 312671, www.falmouthhotel.com 
3 The Grand Hotel, Torquay 

Tel 01803 296677, www.grandtorquay.co.uk 
4 The Idle Rocks Hotel, St Mawes 

Tel 01326 270771, www.idlerocks.co.uk 

5 Eaves Hall Country Hotel, Clitheroe ' 
Tel 01200 425271, www.eaveshall.co.uk ~ at coe 
6 The Metropole Hotel, Padstow i 

Tel 01841 532486, www.the-metropole.co.uk ‘ Tine ali i ma 
Book direct by telephone, mention GARDENS ; ' =] ‘A nit 

ILLUSTRATED and a complimentary bottle of house 


wine will be waiting for you, in your room, on arrival. 
Offer valid until 30 June 2011. 


~ wplore the Gardens of DP opsta 


Join Professor Dede Fairchild Ruggles on a journey to the gardens of Persia, from 7 to 21 May, 
2011, and find out about the history and culture behind these ‘visions of paradise’ 


Renowned for 
her work on 
Islamic art, 
architecture 


and landscape, 


Professor 
Dede Fairchild 
Ruggles published her book 
Islamic Gardens and 
Landscapes in 2008. She 
has taught at Cornell and 
Harvard universities and is 
@ popular international 


_ Speaker at museums, 


Universities and garden 
societies. The editor of 
numerous other books on 
cultural heritage, Islamic art 
and landscape history, she 
a been interviewed 
al times for 
land film. 


Visit some of the oldest gardens in the world by joining our 
fascinating trip to Persia, where the idea of the garden as a vision 
of paradise first began. The journey begins in Kerman in southeast 
Iran, surrounded by citrus and pomegranate orchards. Nearby is 
the spectacular 19th-century garden of Shahzadeh. Our next stop 
is the garden city of Shiraz, close to the ancient monuments of 
Persepolis, one of the world’s most inspiring archaeological sites. 
We then travel to Pasargadae, which many believe to be the site of 
the first ‘chahar bagh’ (four-fold) garden, created in the 5th century 
BC as a ‘paradise on earth’ 

After visiting the desert city of Yazd, the journey continues to 
Isfahan, the splendid 17th-century city whose buildings and 
gardens are some of the most exquisite in all the Islamic world. 
There you will stay at the romantic Abassi Hotel, which is set in 
glorious gardens. To complete the trip, we visit Kashan and explore 
the gardens of Bagh-e Fin — the’oldest surviving gardens in Iran. 

As well as visiting the major gardens of Persia, the journey also 
offers a wonderful opportunity to wang more about the important 
historical and cultural legacy o ascii 


TOUR INFORMATION 

The Gardens of Persia: 
Visions of Paradise tour 
runs from 7 to 21 May, 2011. 
Cost: £3,080 per person 
from London. To receive 

an in-depth itinerary 

with application details, 
contact Distant Horizons, 
13 Melloncroft Drive, 
Caldy, Wirral CH48 2JA. 

Tel 0151 625 3425. Email 
info@distanthorizons.co.uk 
www.distanthorizons.co.uk 
Distant Horizons holds 

an ATOL licence 4688." 


ra 4 : CO, ° 
( 3 4 Z A Z f CL L : Ut Vi ¢ 2 f ho 

°F 7 
2011 is a great time for keen gardeners to visit China as the city 
of Xi'an hosts the World Horticultural Expo. At China Journeys we 
have put together two exciting packages that include time at this 
event plus many other garden-related sites across the country. 
China In Bloom is a 13-night trip from Beijing to Shanghai: 
Peonies Plus is two nights longer and includes the annual Peony 
Festival in Luoyang. We are able to modify these packages for 


groups of six or more wishing to do their own thing. 


BOOKING AND CONTACT DETAILS 
% TEL 0844 567 0953 

fe EMAL info@china-journeys.com 
BS'TE www.china-journeys.com 


OF THE WORLD 2011 


Ffestiniog Travel offers a unique selection of guided rail holidays 
that include magnificent journeys, stunning scenery and 
enthralling destinations. Established in 1974, our pedigree is long 
and our tailor-made holiday service the finest. Whether you're 
taking a short break in Europe or a worldwide holiday of a lifetime, 
our staff will provide a comprehensive service. Routes include a 
classic journey through Switzerland and awesome rides in Peru. 


BOOKING AND CONTACT DETAILS 
TEL 01766 772030 

EMA L info@ffestiniogtravel.co.uk 
WEBS TE www.ffestiniogtravel.com 
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For more than 13 years |CanGarden.com has been providing 
gardeners unique and relaxed international tours to gardens that 
delight the soul and please the eye. Many guests come back year 
after year. Our tours for 2011 are fully booked but check out what 
we have planned for 2012. Our Incredible India tour in March 2012 
includes the magical Taj Mahal, and we visit Holland's festival of 
spring flowers, Floriade/Keukenhof, in April. Later in the year we 
explore Morocco, Chelsea, Italy, South Africa, Japan and Argentina. 


BOOKING AND CONTACT DETAILS 

TEL +1-866-642-7120 (US/Canada, toll-free), or +1-780-651-1629 
EMA\L donna@icangarden.com 

WEBSITE www.gardeningtours.com 


Offering a superb collection of self-catering 
cottages on and around the River Dart, 
Dartmouth and Dittisham, and surrounding 
coast and countryside. These are perfect 
locations for couples or families, with award- 
winning beaches and fabulous walks. 
Outstanding gardens in the area include 
Greenway, former home of Agatha Christie. 


BOOKING AND CONTACT DETAILS 

TEL For brochure 01803 771127 

EMA\L enquiries@dartvalleycottages.co.uk 
WEBS' TE www.dartvalleycottages.co.uk 
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WEST INDIES 
TWO BEAUTIFUL PLANTATIONS, 


ONE PARADISE 
Fantastic twin-centre package for 2011. 


Stay five nights at Nisbet Plantation 
Beach Club, on the Caribbean island of 
Nevis and five nights at Ottley’s Plantation 
Inn, St Kitts — and pay for only four nights 
at each resort. Your trip includes: 


* Return flights from Gatwick 
to St Kitts and complimentary 
transfers between islands. 


* Half-board accommodation 
at both plantations. 


* 10 nights from £1,979 per person 
(based on two sharing). 


* Valid until 19 December, 2011. 


BOOKING AND CONTACT DETAILS 
TEL 01752 880880 

EMAIL info@tropicbreeze.co.uk 

WEBS TE www.tropicbreeze.co.uk 
Atol. 5615 ABTOT 5101 AITO member. 


TROPIC 


ATOL NUMBER 5615 


Same currency asthe UK ¢ 


but lots more erowth, 


ecause Guernsey is about as far south in the 

British Isles as you can get, our climate is that little 
bit warmer. Which means that you'll find an abundance 
of plants and flowers here that you won't see in the UK. 
And yet you'll still be able to use sterling and speak 
English. So there are no exchange rates to worry about 
or language difficulties to overcome. 


But that’s not the only reason to visit. Stunning scenery, 
mouth-watering seafood and over 5,000 years of history 
are all waiting to be discovered. And becasue we're so 
close to France, it all comes with a liberal sprinkling of 
Continental influence. 


Getting to Guernsey is easy. Flights take as little 

as 45 minutes from Gatwick and not much longer 

from any of nine (more during peak season) regional 
airports. Or if you’d prefer to bring your car, fast ferries 
take around two and a half hours fromm Poole and 
Weymouth and a traditional ferry sails from Portsmouth. 


To order your free brochure and DVD, 
freephone 0800 028 5353 quoting ref 
1132/1, or go to www.visitguernsey.com 


Advertisement feature 


GUERNSEY 


HERM-SARK-ALDERNEY 


WWW.VISITGUERNSEY.COM 


FLY FROM BIRMINGHAM, BRISTOL, EAST MIDLANDS, 
EXETER, GATWICK, ISLE OF MAN, MANCHESTER, 
PLYMOUTH, SOUTHAMPTON & STANSTED. 


SAIL FROM POOLE, WEYMOUTH & PORTSMOUTH. 


Good Food magazine launches its iPad app, making it even easier to 
The iPad edition of GoodFood is an 
interactive version of the magazine, 


access all your favourite recipes every month. 
including these great extras: 
presented as easy-to-view a Februany2on 
digital cook cards, with a large type 
mode to make them simple to follow. 


f ised ing list to hel Delicious recipes that wer. 
‘ Bryciyer WOrk every time 
\ 


you ante your meals throughout ©3500 © Weekend 
) \ 


the month. 
ap ipfi of ingredients 
and techniques. 
» search facility to 
find all your favourite dishes. 


cooking 
iectinloues made simple, 
demonstrated by the 

Good Food Team with advice, 
ideas and tips. 
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To enjoy the full edition of Good Food, buy each month's issue within the App. 
The February issue of Good Food is now available to download at a special intoductory price of just £1.79. 
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This tiny courtyard garden in 
Japan has won a prestigious 
garden design prize — see Design 
news on page 95 for details. 


TERUYO NISHIYA 


Inchbald 
sowed the 
seeds for 

my career in 
garden design 


Marcus Barnett 
Managing Director, 
Marcus Barnett Design 


To find out more about 
Inchbald’s range of 
courses in interior and 
garden design, visit 
www.inchbald.co.uk 


inchbald 


www.inchbald.co.uk 
020 7630 9011 


In association with: 


SB Prifysgol Cymru 
University of Woles 


Winner of two RHS gold medals 
at Chelsea Flower Show 


Countryside Jobs Service 
Countryside Specialist 


the original 


Jobs, Training, Information, 
Volunteering - since 1994 


CJS Training Directory has information on: 


© Practical and theoretical training in 
gardening, permaculture and small holding. 

© Country Craft workshops, eg hurdle making, 
felting or basketweaving. 

© Details of colleges and universities offering 
horticulture and countryside qualifications. 

© Plus, information on voluntary placements. 


www.countryside-jobs.com 


conservation wildlife ee” 
land birds WSIAYp 
andscapes irds ~ Ys, 
horticulture 


© rea] 
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CJS is endorsed by the Countryside A, 
8 oa 


Management Association and the 
ranger@countryside-jobs.com 01947 896007 


Scottish Countryside Rangers Association 


She 
ENGLISH GARDENING SCHOOL 
—CHEL SKA = 


S]OUPIN PAID 


Part-time Diploma studies taught by experts 


GARDEN DESIGN HORTICULTURE 
PLANTSMANSHIP BOTANICAL PAINTING 


SHORT Courses DISTANCE LEARNING 


Tel: 020 7352 4347 email: egs@dircon.co.uk 
www.EnglishGardeningSchool.co.uk 


Unique 
sun 
protection 


for your 
wood 


UV Protection 
Factor 12 


Maintains the’ 


~-fatural colour 

of the wood 

+ “and-limits the 
greying process. 


= Easy to apply and maintain 

= Suitable for all exterior wooden 
windows, doors and joinery 

= Prolongs wood lifetime 

= UV-Protection-Oil Extra 420 also 
available, with added algae and 
fungal decay protection 


OSMO/ 


tel: +44 (0)1296 481 220 
www.osmouk.com 


ANNIE GATTI 


The plans for Jubilee Gardens 

on London's South Bank envisage 
sweeping paths, vibrant flowerbeds 
and nearly 70 new trees. 


Tierlan Tijn's handmade lamps 
come in a range of durable materials. 


LIGHT TOUCH 

The Lucce lamppost (£620) is one of a range of 
hand-made lamps and lanterns by Dutch 
designers Michel and Martijn Gelissen of Tierlan 
Tijn, offered in copper, bronze and, fora more 
industrial look, galvanised and powder-coated 
steel and aluminium, that lend an air of 
Continental chic to the garden. Available for the 
first time in the UK, through stockist Grand 
Illusions, they can be ordered online from early 
January. Allow four to six weeks for delivery. 

Tel 01747 858300, www.grandilllusions.co.uk 


nplified A 
Beneration of ubilee Gz Gardens, i in 
the shadow of the London Eye;has 
been submitted to Lambeth Council. 
The plans will revitalise the heavily 
used small park in time for the 
Queen's Diamond Jubilee in 2012. 
The design, by landscape architects 
West 8, creates undulating lawns, 
broad, sweeping paths and at least 
130 square metres of steel-edged 
ithvibrant-" 
coloured bedding plants. Nearly 70 


new trees including pin oak (Quercus 
palustris), liquidambar and swamp 


cypress (Taxodium distichum) will 
be added to existing planes, oak 
and beech. The entrance points are 
marked with small white granite 
setts and seating walls are capped 
with smooth concrete. 


An international competition for a memori: 
in the King Hussein Park in Amman, has 


NEW PROJECTS 


A-garden fit-for aktege 


——s —~ars 
' ssein of Jordan, to be located ; 


with a design for a garden:thatoffers a ser 


contours descend to a circular sculpture made of lime fone andleon posed of 
rings. Water flows from the centre and spills over the rings in rivulets. The gard 
with oak, olive and almond trees. Fragrant thyme creates the ground cover. 


or 


COTTC 


a planted 


Small wonder 


Atiny city garden squeezed between the inner walls 


ided- 


of al0m by 50m office building in Fukuyama, Japan, 
has won first prize in the Best Private Plots 2010 
award at the International Symposium on Landscape 
Architecture at Langenlois in Austria. To ‘work in the 
forest’ was the wish of the tenants of the building and 
designer Zenjiro Hashimoto of Landscape-Niwatan 
used sculptural trees, ferns, rocks and a meandering 
stream to create a lush woodland landscape that can 
be viewed from all floors of the building. Another 
prizewinner was a garden in Sonoma Valley, California, 
designed by Andrea Cochran Landscape Architecture 
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that made innovative use of stones that were 
unearthed during construction by incorporating 
them into an asymmetrical pyramid sculpture. 


fora Tel +353 (0)12940092, winter open day at 
two-day course on the www.glida.ie John's stunning three- 
practicalities of runninga That's the theme of on acre private garden on 
garden design business. theGLDA2Ollseminar howtodesignagarden 5February. Tel 01384 
With designer Richard at the National Botanic for winter interest at a 401996, www.ashwood- 
Key. English Gardening Gardens, Glasnevin, lecture by John Massey. —_ nurseries.co.uk. 
School, Chelsea Wharf, Dublin, with speakers Ashwood Nurseries, in 
London. 3-4 February. Tom Stuart-Smith, Kingswinford, West garden design takes 
Tel 020 7352 4347, James Doyle, Hugh Midlands. 29 January place on 22 and 29 
www.englishgardening Ryan and Roisin and 12 February. Booking January at Inchbald 
school.co.uk Heneghan. 29 January. essential. There's a School of Design, 


Gulls £50, birds on stakes £29.50 
from www.gardenbeet.com 


A 


London. Tel 020 7630 
9011, www.inchbald.co.uk 
for 
the APLD International 
Landscape Design 
Awards is 1 February. 
Students are invited to 
submit projects for the 
Student Landscape 
Design Awards category. 
www.apld.org. 


5 on O117 314 8391 


S.com 


Design Directory i... 


COURSES GARDEN DESIGNERS 


World class garden design training 
j Find out why our garden design 
| i students have won most of the 


Andrew Wikon, and short courses are Outstanding creations by 
all tought by some of the world’s award-winning designer. 
leading designers ond horticuiturolsts. Town & country estates. 


io incl 
fee aa Portfolio includes UK 


call us on 01483 762055 or eat & overseas projects. 
info@icgd.org.uk or visit our website at 73 ‘7 
www.icgd.org.uk 


The London College of Garden Design 


Bespoke garden design 


Courtyard Garden Design, 
The Workshop, 

32 Broadway Avenue, 
East Twickenham TW1 1RH 


Project management 


GARDEN DESIGNERS 


Established 20 years 


T: 01428 729152 
www.jennifergayler.co.uk 


We have a national reputation for the quality of our garden design programmes. 
A range of part-time day and evening courses are offered for those looking to start out 
as practising garden designers, as well as for those already trained in garden design. 


Courses take place at our centre in Enfield, set in 30 acres of idyllic parkland, themed 
and wilderness gardens, and at our centre in Regent's Park. Botanical Illustration 
courses take place at our centre based within Gunnersbury Park, Acton. 


Drawing and Graphics Introduction to Computer Botanical Illustration 
Starts April 2011 Aided Drawing (Intermediate) 
Aimed at people with a horticultural Starts January 2011 Starts January 2011 
fi» qualification, this course provides the aimed at people who are already trained as Acquire the first essentials of plant drawing 
opportunity to gain a range of garden designers this course is suitable for and painting with the freedom of a 
drawing and graphics skills so that those who wish to introduce the use of workshop approach. This course is suitable 
individuals can embark on to the Computer Aided Drawing (CAD) into their for those who have completed a beginner's 
Level 3 Garden Design Diploma. design practice. course or have some previous experience. 


Level 3 Diploma Follow-on Computer 

in Garden Design Aided Drawing 
4 Starts September 2011 Starts February 2011 Naor toot anil ae 
| A2 year course for 1 day a week —_ 4 session course aimed at garden fl oremal 
which aims to equip you with the designers who are already experienced in enquiries@capel.ac.uk 
knowledge and practical skills using 2D Vectorworks (CAD) in their design 


required to start out as a practice and wish to develop their expertise 
practising garden designer. further. 


For further details or 


How to be a... 


BOG Camilla 
Phelps is a writer, 
gardener and 
website editor, 
currently working 
across the BBC's 
learning campaigns 
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garden designer 


Working creatively with plants and outdoor spaces has huge 
appeal, whether you are looking for a new career, returning to 
work after having children or wanting a different pace of life. 
But garden design is a competitive industry and there are some 
vital considerations to weigh up before you make any decisions 


WORDS CAMILLA PHELPS PEOTOGRAPF'Y ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Things to consider 


Garden design is a broad discipline that combines visual and creative skills with business acumen 

and project management. Designers come from diverse backgrounds. Newly qualified English 
Gardening School graduate Anna Dargavel found her fine art degree and previous career helpful on the 
course — she was a set designer in film and television. Selina Botham, a gold medal winner at Hampton 
Court Palace Flower Show, finds the project management skills she learned in a previous job — as an IT 
consultant in banking — invaluable when it comes to planning and implementing her garden designs. 


| WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED? 


DO | NEED EXPERIENCE OF DESIGN AND HORTICULTURE? 

Learning about plants is a never-ending process and it’s a good idea to get some hands-on 

gardening experience before, or in addition to, any training. Plant knowledge may be a 
fundamental part of the tool kit, but most practising designers say that it’s absolutely essential to have 
a good understanding of three-dimensional space, scale and proportion. As designer Cleve West says, 
“If you can understand space and ergonomics, then you can understand landscape and plants.” 


DO | HAVE TO RUN MY OWN BUSINESS? 

There are some design positions available with nurseries and established practices, but 

most garden designers work largely for themselves. Therefore dealing with clients, managing 
projects and marketing your business successfully is as important as the creative side. You need to 
be highly self-motivated and it's worth thinking about your long-term business plan. 


WHERE CAN | STUDY? 
ral There are more than 80 courses in the UK, offering a range of qualifications over varying 

time scales and at different costs (see overleaf). Juliet Sargeant, designer and vice chair of the 
Society of Garden Designers (SGD), says: “Look for a course that will teach you what you want to know 
for the gardens you want to design.” Some courses focus on plants, others on design and construction. 
Talk to tutors and past students. It's also important to consider the hours and work involved. Many 
courses are part-time, but there may be a lot of course work. Think about your budget and location, 
too, as part-time study is a big commitment and needs to fit in with the rest of your life. 


HOW MUCH WILL! EARN? 

Garden design is not a high-earning profession. Most people do not go into it for financial gain. 

Many designers supplement their income with work in teaching, writing or garden maintenance. 
It's important to remember, as designer Sarah Price says, “You have to make your own opportunities. 
The courses give you a foundation, but as a career, it’s not going to come in a neat package.” 


4m 


CC Coming from the 
Army, my biggest 
challenge was 
redirecting my 
creative ability 9D 


CASE STUDY ONE 


Full-time course 
MARCUS BARNETT 


A former Scots Guardsman, royal equerry and management 
consultant, it took Marcus 10 years to embrace his latent desire 
to become a garden designer. 

In 2003, inspired to follow his vocation by the untimely death 


of a friend, he enrolled in the full-time MA course at the Inchbald - 
, of Design, funded by his own savings and a bank loan. 


ed 33, he wanted to immerse himself totally in his new chosen 


profession and felt that Inchbald offered the style of teaching that 


would suit his personality and drive. 


Marcus works on gardens of all sizes, from London townhouses 
to 55-acre plots in the country. He won a gold at Chelsea in 
2005 and 2006 and is designing a garden for the 2011 show. 


: 
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Choosing a course 


To find the right course, decide what you want to get out of it and how much time and money you can 
commit. These are some of the UK courses on offer — find more listed at www.gardensillustrated.com 


LONGER-TERM LEARNING 


CAPEL MANOR 

www.capel.ac.uk 

Tel 8456 122 122 

The only London specialist further 
education college for horticulture and 
landscaping. A range of courses in 
Enfield and Regent's Park, both full 
and part time, are aimed at different 
levels. One of the most popular is the 
level three diploma in garden design, 
which may be taken over two years. 


HADLOW COLLEGE & 
GREENWICH UNIVERSITY 
www.hadlow.ac.uk 

Tel 01732 850551 

This Kent college offers a BA in 
garden design, full-time over three 
years or part-time in four, with its 
partner Greenwich University. Ofsted 
recently graded the horticulture 
faculty as ‘outstanding: 


MERRIST WOOD 
www.guildford.ac.uk 

Tel 01483 884127 

Apart-time, one-year diploma for 
students wanting to start their own 
businesses, or a longer-term 
foundation course with a broader, 
more practical curriculum. Merrist 
Wood is part of Guildford College, 
and affiliated to Kingston University. 


WRITTLE COLLEGE 
wwwuwrittle.ac.uk 

Tel 01245 424 200 

With its partner the University of 
Essex, this Chelmsford college offers 
several courses, including a one-year, 
part-time diploma, a foundation 
degree, a full-time, three-year BSc 

in landscape and garden design 

and an MA over one or two years. 


If you're still making up your mind... 


INTENSIVE STUDY 


THE ENGLISH GARDENING SCHOOL 
www.englishgardening school.co.uk 
Tel 020 7352 4347 

Now in its 28th year, and in new 
Chelsea Harbour premises with a 
studio, library and lecture theatre. The 
intake is 20 to 30 students a year. It’s 
part-time, two days per week witha 
lot of homework. “You have to be 
prepared to work really hard, and you 
should have an innate sense of design 
and a love of plants,” says principal 
Rosemary Alexander, whose own 
garden is one of the key study visits. 


GARDEN DESIGN SCHOOL 
www.gardendesignschool.co.uk 

Tel 01380 728 788 

Established nine years ago, tutors 
Robin Templar Williams and Moira 
Farnham run courses at Painshill Park 
in Surrey and at the University of 
Bristol Botanic Garden. With a 
maximum of 18 students, each week 
involves one day's tuition and about 
30 hours’ study time. A high 
percentage of past students have 
come from within the industry. “It's a 
pragmatic course — we teach what we 
do in our everyday lives as designers,” 
says Robin. “It’s hard work, but also 
fun and rewarding.” 


INCHBALD SCHOOL OF DESIGN 
www.inchbald.co.uk 

Tel 020 7630 9011 

Teaching garden design since the 
1970s, Inchbald currently offers 
courses ranging from the part-time 
vocational diploma to the full-time 
MA, accredited by the University of 
Wales. Currently run by Andrew Duff, 
there are up to 20 students per 
course. MA students must have a 


Five wise ways to help you mull over the pros and cons 


+ Contact the Society of 

Garden Designers — it provides a 
downloadable student checklist as a 
guide to selecting courses. Students 
qualify for discounted membership. 
www.sgd.org.uk 

+ Go to short courses or lectures 
run by the colleges you are interested 


in studying at — it's a good way to 
meet the tutors and see the facilities. 
+ Visit the end-of-year shows to 

see the standard of work produced 
on the courses. It will give you an 
idea of what to aspire to and an 
opportunity to talk to students 

who have completed the course. 


prior degree or five years’ relevant 
work experience, but students from 
different disciplines are welcome. 


KLC 

www.kic.co.uk 

Tel 0207 376 3377 

Based at Hampton Court Palace, the 
KLC course has been running since 
1999. The part-time, two day-a-week 
diploma course runs from January 

to December, with 18 students a year. 
“Our ethos is about incorporating 
horticulture, plant science and 
practical gardening as well as design.” 
says tutor Annie Guilfoyle. A new 
blended learning course starts in 
April 2011, which will offer a schedule 
over seven terms, combining lecture 
days with home study and practical 
weeks at college. Home study 
courses are also available. 


LONDON COLLEGE 

OF GARDEN DESIGN 
www.licgd.org.uk 

Tel 01483 762955 

The one-year garden design diploma 
runs from September to July with 20 
places per year. Although the course 
is only two years old, tutor Andrew 
Wilson has been teaching design for 
more than 25 years. Mark Gregory 
and Andrew Fisher Tomlin bring their 
experience of design, business and 
construction to teaching. Teaching 
takes up two days per week, in 
Regent's Park, and there's course 
work too. "| like to mix the different 
skills and abilities of students onthe 
programme so that they benefit 
from each other's experience as 

well as that of the teaching staff.” 
says Andrew Wilson. 


+ Look out for show gardens and 
exhibits designed by students — this 
will give you an idea of the style and 
approach encouraged on the course. 
+ For more information about 
training and advice on how to make 
a successful career in horticulture, 
visit www.growcareers.info 


CASE STUDY TWO 


Part-time course 


CHARLOTTE ROWE 


Charlotte was a high-level PR executive, but decided on a 
career change in her late 40s. She settled on garden design as 


an extension of her interest in design and architecture. After 
investigating course content, price and location, she decided the 
part-time course at Oxford College of Garden Design was right 
for her. Recognising that learning the planting side would be an 
ongoing process, her priority was getting a good grounding in 
spatial design and computer-aided design (CAD). She’s found the 
' i able in terms of running asucce: 

design practice where she regularly deals with 


OTLE S Practice GeESignS DELWeeTT 1. 
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‘oot terraces T 
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and you have to 
plants, but you ¢ 
understand how 
clients’ expectatio 


Hottest new design trends 


How has the recession and environmental awareness affected the way we view our 


gardens? Eight of our most influential designers and design school! tutors give us 


their thoughts on what they think good garden design will be focusing on in 2011 


We're threading 
flower borders 
with edibles — it’s a 
contemporary take 
on forest gardening. 
Orchards are more 
common in our rural 
schemes, and edible 
green walls are perfect 
for tiny urban gardens 


The increased emphasis 
on sustainability will 
continue and it will 
be exciting if it can be 
used to drive design 
innovation — Nigel 
Dunnett and James 
Hitchmough’s seeding 
extravaganza at the 
London Olympics, for 
example. There’s an 
increasing divergence 
between conceptual 
and rather urban ideas 
and more rooted, 
environmentally based 
approaches. If the two 
can be brought together, 
this will make for 
something interesting 


OUT: lawns, exotic 
shrubs, outdoor heaters 
and rendered walls 
painted white (they 
make me want to weep). 
IN: lazy meadows with 
long grass, bee keeping, 
slightly old-fashioned 
flowering shrubs like 
Philadelphus, lilacs and 
Kolkwitzia — and | find 
myself longing for 
those wonderful ‘old 
lady’ pinks such as 
Dianthus ‘Doris’ and 
‘Gran’s Favourite’ 
(I’m planting them 
anywhere | can) 


AS WITH INTERIORS, GARDENS WILL NOW BEGIN TO 
ENJOY A 1970s RESURGENCE, WITH YELLOW BEING 
A PROMINENT FLOWER COLOUR — WATCH OUT 


FOR THE RETURN OF THE MARIGOLD 
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The really big 
development that is 
happening in much 
of the rest of Europe 

is the idea of 

randomised planting — 
you research a 
combination of plants 
that work together 
well, look good 
together, that thrive 
in a particular 
environment, and can 
be planted at the same 
spacing — and then 
they can be set out 
at random on a grid. 
The effect is sort of 
naturalistic, but at the 
same time quite 
controlled. It really 
makes an impact 


NOEL KINGSBURY 
PLANTING DESIGNER 


THE SLOW-DOWN 
IN THE PROPERTY 
MARKET MEANS 
PEOPLE ARE 
INVESTING IN 
THEIR EXISTING 
HOMES RATHER 
THAN MOVING 
ON. THIS HAS 
MEANT THAT 
GARDEN DESIGNS 
ARE MORE 
PERSONALISED - 
AND EXPRESSIVE 
OF THE PERSON 
OR FAMILY 
INVOLVED. 
THERE’LL BE LESS 
OSTENTATIOUS 
PLANTING AND AN 
EMPHASIS ON 
PERENNIALS AND 
PRODUCTIVE 
PLANTING 


ANDREW WILSON, LONDON 
COLLEGE OF GARDEN DESIGN 


66 


It’s back to the future — 
community gardens, 
families growing produce 
together. Not a new trend 
but something that 
continues to flourish. As a 
result we'll see more people 
training in horticulture as 
they re-evaluate their lives 
and discover how 
satisfying it is to bea 
productive gardener 


ANNIE GUILFOYLE 
KLC SCHOOL OF DESIGN 


y 


An increasing interest in unusual trees, such as the 
magnificent great white cherry, Prunus ‘Taihaku’, 
or the autumn-colouring cherry-leaved thorn, 
Crataegus persimilis ‘Prunifolia’. Both will give 
an instant effect as a semi-mature specimen 
and do not shock when being transplanted 


ROSEMARY ALEXANDER 
ENGLISH GARDENING SCHOOL 
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Garden design concept by Anoushka 
Feiler, one of this year’s KLC students, 
for a new courtyard area at 
Charleston Farmhouse, Sussex. 


Train to be a garden 
designer — FREE 


WIN a place worth £12,000 on the KLC Professional 
Diploma in Garden Design & Horticulture 


this could be the moment your new career begins. 

KLC School of Design is offering GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
readers the chance to win a place on its Professional 
Diploma in Garden Design & Horticulture, starting in April. 
Worth £12,000, your training is based on ‘blended learning’ which 
gives students the opportunity to gain expert tuition without 
necessarily having to give up work or other commitments. 

The new-style course allows students to combine home study with 
online tutorials and workshops at the college's studio at Hampton 
Court Palace in Surrey, allowing the flexibility of distance learning but 
with the support of a structured on-site programme. The course takes 
two years plus one term and provides full training in garden design 
supported by in-depth horticultural knowledge (you'll achieve the RHS 


I f you've always dreamed of becoming a garden designer, 
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KIC 


Level 2 Diploma in the Principles & the Practices of 
Horticulture along the way). 

The course is taught by practising professional 
designers and involves practical work, design projects, 
inspirational lectures, drawing and CAD training, as well 
as a look at the history of garden design and more practical 
business skills to give students that competitive edge when it 
comes to finding work. 

For your chance to win you'll need to consider the following 
questions and convince the judges that you're the next rising star 
of the garden design world. 


To find out more about the KLC School of Design and its 
range of courses contact 020 7376 3377, www.kic.co.uk 


eo le an bee nee 


ANDY STURGEON 


How to enter 


Answers the three questions 
that follow, and send them 
along with your name, 
address, postcode and 
phone number to: 

Rachel Dowse, 

Gardens Illustrated 
Competition, 

KLC School of Design, 
503 The Chambers, 
Chelsea Harbour, 

London SW10 OXF 


1. Promoter: KLC School of Design, 503 The Charnbers, Chelsea Harbour, London SW10 OXF. 2. Find the BBC © 
with the code. 3. You can enter if you are a UK resident (including the Channel Islands). 
the competition you will need to complete the three questions. Entries received after 12pm on 0 
“il! use your personal details to administer this promotion, and will not publish them or provide them to anyone with: 
i prefer not to receive such information by post or phone. Please include your email address |f you prefer to receive such information by email. 6. Only one entry permitted per person. Entries made in bulk or by third 
bited, 7 The winner will be the name considered the best applicant as decided by KLC. 8, The prize is a place on the Blended Learning Professional Diploma in Garden Design & Horticulture starting 11 April 2011 
te. L1. The winner will also be required to meet the course director 


Promotions comply 

4 Toent 
number, We v 
your entry if 
parties are 


9. There is no cash alternative and the prize is not transferable. The d 


GARDEN DESIGNER 


Competition questions 


HORTICULTURAL 


It is spring and you are working in a garden with heavy clay soil. 


Can you describe how you would prepare the soil for planting 
and how you would go about the planting procedure? 


DESIGN 

What makes a great garden? Please describe three key design 
principles involved in creating a successful design, including 
examples of how these principles can be employed. 


~) INSPIRATIONAL 
ae, Which garden have you found the most inspirational? Please tell 
us what it is that has influenced you about this garden and why. 


ANSWERS SHOULD BE NO LONGER THAN 50 WORDS. 
CLOSING DATE 7 February 2011. 
The judges’ decision will be based on the answers given. 


The chosen winner will also be required to meet the 
course director before starting the diploma in April. 


ed 18+, unless you're a BBC emplo’ 


onas to the winner is final.10. The winner will be natified within 10 


of the closing 


The prize 


KLC is offering one FREE 
place on its Blended Learning 
Professional Diploma in Garden 
Design & Horticulture, starting 
11 April 2011 and worth £12,000. 
The course takes two years plus 
one term and is run through a 
combination of distance learning, 
online study and workshops at 
the college’s base at Hampton 
Court Palace. On average the 
course requires 15 hours’ 

study at home each week. 
Participation therefore demands 
considerable commitment, so 
please bear this in mind when 
entering the competition. 


ode of Conduct for competitions and giveaways at www_bbe.co.uk/competitioncode All BBC Magazines (“BBCM") 
yee or connected with the promotion. By entering, you agree to these rules. 
/U.will not be considered. Entries will not be returned. 5. You must provide your full narne, address and daytime phone 
it your permission, KLC may contact you with details of its courses, Please state ‘Do not contact’ on 


before the start of term. 12. The name of the winner will be found at wwew.gardensilustrated.com, 13. We reserve the right to amend, alter or withdraw the promotion at our discretion 
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Gifts & Gardens 


giffsandgarde 


www.thebronzecollection.com 


www.adlitags.com 


Annual labelling is a thing of 
the past with Alitags. Simply 
write on Alifags aluminium 
labels with Alitags or HB 
pencil. The pencil will react 
with our specially made 
aluminium tags and become 
permanent. Alitags labels can 
also be punched with Alitags 
character punches & 
jig. Copper, Teak, Bamboo 
labels are also available. 


Candle Lanterns - several designs 


Ais 4 eee 


Pair of Mice 10 cms high 


Alitags, 33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, 
Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 


Hens 24 &29 cms long 


Andrew 


Fr sh Garden 
glis! rd Made of bamboo woven info an open 
dome and available in 5 sizes plus a 
tunnel cloche. These attractive cloches 
protect plants & seeding from damage 
by animals, footballs, light frost and 
wind-chill. Fleece & newspaper can be ex 
used to cover the plants inside the Lae we 
cloches during periods of heavy frost. ‘ ; 
The micro climate inside the cloches = rat Be ais Ss ke? 
promotes growth and allows rain Girl Reading Book 65 cms long 
through fo the plants. 


oe 


Slatted Wheelbarrow Seat 


oe 


Sl CE ) 
Shepherd Boy 66 cms high 


Made from solid bronzes 
Over 200 bronze animals, birds, 
fish & reptiles, oriental & mythical 
beasts, planters, and classical figures. 


Biddenham 3 Seater 


Made in England 33K Made from Iroko or Oak 


Garden Friends : Cat, Hen, Bird, Etc 
33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham h 33 Bourne Lane, Much 
Herts SG10 GER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 secre eile chu oitle Al 


ss lartford rea S( 0 46ER IK 
Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. STA ek or hsb sea et AD 
www.andrewcrace.com Tel 01279 842685 Fax 01279 843646 279 842685 Fax 01279 843646 
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ROSA x FRANCOFURTANA FROM THE ROSE BY JENNIFER POTTER (ATLANTIC BOOKS) 


book reviews & horticultural crossword 


With their voluptuous shape and 
sweet scent, roses have seduced 
gardeners for centuries. Jennifer 
Potter tells the tale of this long love 
affair in her beautifully illustrated 
book The Rose, reviewed overleaf. 
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ook reviews 


JENNIFER POTTER 
: 


THE ROSE 

by Jennifer Potter 
Atlantic Books, £75 
ISBN 978-1848871762 


This is a sumptuous volume 
with gilded pages and beautiful 
illustrations. Potter is a scholar 
who has ranged through time and 
space to discover what it is about 
the rose that gives it such potency. 
Her book examines the changing 
ideas attached to the world’s 
favourite flower. Its history 
embraces the sexual and the 
sacred. From Roman rose-petal 
strewn orgies and Cleopatra’s 
dining room with roses a cubit 
deep, through to Christian 
symbolism in paintings of the 
Madonna, and on to Yeats the 
Rosicrucian, who was inspired 
by the spiritual alchemy of the 
rose, the scope of Potter’s research 
is astonishing. 

The author can write with as 
much authority about Bob Dylan 
and Cy Twombly (who painted 


(0 gales 
4" Ss) 


pore” 


Fashions in roses 
have changed over 
the centuries — for 
much of the last 
100 years, the most 
popular kind were 
high-centred tea 
roses in rich 
colours like these, 
from the catalogue 
of Cambridgeshire 
grower Cross & Co. 


BUSH ROSES 


CC My aim has been to uncover why the rose 
exerts such a powerful fascination for so 
many people in so many parts of the world 9) 


roses while inspired by Rilke) as 
she can about Dante’s vision of 
paradise, which was approached 
through the contemplation of a 
rose. There are chapters on 
medicine, scent and hybridisation 
but she is strongest on the 
associations and spiritual 
significance attached to the rose. 

I liked her explanation of 
Gertrude Stein’s famous ‘Rose is a 
rose is a rose’, which she expands 
with a quote from Umberto Eco. 
He wrote that the rose is ‘a 
symbolic figure so rich in meaning 
that by now it has hardly any 
meaning left. Hence the title of his 
novel The Name of the Rose. Nor is 

she afraid to demolish a myth 
and to separate fact from 
fantasy. In the garden at 
Malmaison, Napoleon’s 
empress Josephine was 
apparently more 
interested in exotics or 
giant heathers from 
the Cape than in 
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growing the roses that she has 
become famous for today. In 
biblical Palestine, Potter writes, no 
roses grew. The Rose of Sharon in 
the Song of Songs is more likely to 
have been a tulip or a lily ora 
crocus. ‘Yet rose is the translation 
that sticks, because of its wide 
cultural resonance’ 

The Rose has something in 
common with Anna Pavord’s 
ground breaking work on the tulip, 
but it has perhaps less interest for 
those who actually want to grow 
roses than for a reader who wants 
to understand why we continue to 
adore the flower of flowers. The 
book is a remarkable and gripping 
work of scholarship. 

A practising garden designer, Mary 
Keen is also a writer who contributes 
regularly to The Spectator. 


book offer 
RRP £75. Reader offer price £68 
including p&p. For details on how 


to order, see page 109 
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THE GARDENS OF 
LUCIANO GIUBBILE! 

by Andrew Wilson (words) & 
Steven Wooster (photographs) 
Merrell, £40 

ISBN 978-1858945354 


In his foreword, garden designer 
Tom Stuart-Smith describes the first 
Luciano Giubbilei garden he saw as 
‘pervaded by a beautifully serene and 
restful confidence’ — perfectly 
capturing the oeuvre of this young 
Italian designer. 

Giubbilei seemed to appear on 
the professional scene fully formed, 
and has consistently produced 
imposing work, to impeccable 
standards, and with a distinctive 
signature. According to Giubbilei, 
‘rather than being purely decorative, 
my work concerns the articulation 
of space’. These are 21st-century 
landscape gardens in the tradition 
of Le Notre, scaled down in size to 
reflect contemporary life, but with 
trees, lawns, topiary and hard 
landscaping blending neoclassicism 
with modernist understatement. 

Illuminating this largely picture- 
driven tome, the text by Andrew 
Wilson examines Giubbilei’s early 
years and creative influences, such as 
interior designer Christian Liaigre 
and architect John Pawson (both 
renowned for cool understatement, 
neutral colours and the play of light). 

This book is testament to a life’s 
work in progress: the development 
of a new calligraphy, typeface, even 
vocabulary of gardening. 

Rob Cassy is a garden writer. 


book offer 
RRP £40. Reader offer 
price £36 including p&p 


ALPINES: From mountain to garden 
by Richard Wilford Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, £29, ISBN 978-1842461723 


This fascinating book considers the 
eight major geographical regions 
where alpine plants are found — 
extraordinary habitats from the 
high mountains of New Zealand 

to the frozen tundra. It tells how 
familiar alpines — and many that 
should be more widely grown — 
have found their way from these 
wild places to our gardens. 

As collections manager in the 
Hardy Display Section at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, author 
Richard Wilford has vast experience 
of alpines. His advice on how to 
grow them is invaluable. 

Don't expect the book to be 
filled with Boys’ Own tales of plant 
collectors’ adventures, although these 
are certainly mentioned. This is a 
thoughtful, carefully considered 
work of great horticultural and 
botanical merit, inspired by Curtis's 
Botanical Magazine, the journal 
founded in 1787. 

The book is bejewelled with 
images, several so beautiful that 
they had me gasping aloud. More 
than 30 exquisite illustrations were 
originally reproduced in Curtis's 
Botanical Magazine. Notable artists 
include Walter Hood Fitch. Detailed 
profiles appear alongside each plant. 

However, it is occasionally 
frustrating to find that plants with 
tempting common names (such as 
the ‘king of the Alps; Eritrichium 
nanum — the gorgeous, blue- 
flowered plant also known as the 
Arctic forget-me-not) or personal 


comments, like ‘one of the finest, 
unsupported by pictures. 
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ALPINES 


from Mountain to Garden 


It is an excellent idea to have 
a bibliography at the end of each 
chapter, so the geographical regions 
are self-contained. 

You need to have a certain 
amount of botanical knowledge if 
you are to fully appreciate this book; 
and the reading experience is greatly 
enhanced if you are familiar with the 
plants in the first place. This book 
would appeal not only to alpine 
enthusiasts but to plant historians 
and anyone who loves luxuriating in 
beautiful plants. As a reference book 
telling the story of garden alpines, it 
is invaluable and well worth the 
price. Most exciting of all, it provides 
every gardener with the opportunity 
to visit these extraordinary, remote 
habitats through its pages and to 
feel as though they have seen these 
wonderful plants in the wild. 

BEE Matthew Biggs is a gardener 
who regularly appears as a panellist on 
Radio 4’s Gardeners’ Question Time. 


book offer 
RRP £29. Reader offer 
price £27.50 including p&p. 
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PRAIRIE-STYLE GARDENS 


by Lynn M Steiner Timber Press, £20, ISBN 978-1604690033 


PRATRIE STYLE. 
GARDENS 


‘Prairie’ has become a garden buzz- 
word in both Britain and Germany 
of late. It’s often misunderstood 


and misapplied, as such fashion- 
driven words often are. At root is a 
rediscovery of the late herbaceous 
border, but wilder, more naturalistic, 
more carefree. A European interest 
in the great, semi-natural grasslands 
of North America is actually a lot 
more logical than at first it sounds — 
so many of our best garden 
perennials came from this and 
related habitats. Some prairie 
grasses do not perform well in 
northern Europe, but the flowering 
perennials almost always do, and 
add considerably to the biodiversity 
value of gardens as their flowers 
attract large numbers of butterflies. 
Prairie plant seedheads are also an 
excellent source of winter bird food 
and visual interest. 

This is the first book on prairie 
gardening to be sold ‘over here’, 
although it is rather self- 
consciously a Midwestern 
book. In fact prairie as 
a habitat was, and to 
some extent still is, 
to be found in many 
places outside this 
region, along | 
roadsides, for 


example. The book offers a lucid 
grounding in the basics of prairie 
ecology, and on how to make a 
prairie in the garden. Very 
importantly, it begins to look 

at the question of how to relate 
prairie planting to other garden 
features, an issue which has not 
been addressed much up to now. 
Boxes list plants for specific 
purposes, eg deer-proof, or for 
planting over a septic soakaway, 
although frustratingly these 
useful lists are not indexed. 

A plant directory takes up 
much of the book. Entries are 
detailed, but the choice of plants 
is somewhat erratic. There is little 
on growing prairie plants from 
seed, which is a shame, as this will 
be how most people will obtain 
their plants, and germination 
requirements vary widely, and 
are sometimes challenging. 

Those who want a more 
comprehensive listing of prairie 
plants might consider importing 
Sally Wasowski’s Gardening with 
Prairie Plants (University of 
Minnesota Press, 2001) or the 
superb Growing and Propagating 
Wildflowers of the United States 
and Canada by William Cullina 
(Houghton Mifflin, 2003). 

Noél Kingsbury is a planting 
designer and garden writer. 


book offer 


RRP £20. Reader offer 


price £18 including p&p. 


| 


one oe 


OF GARDENS 

by Paula Deitz University of 
Pennsylvania Press, £19.50, 
ISBN 978-0812242669 


Paula Deitz employs a natural New 
England quietude for this collection 
of finely crafted essays first published 
in some of the world’s leading 
newspapers and periodicals. Her 
urbane and polished style conveys 
precision and enthusiasm, bringing 
to the reader a sequence of lively 
impressions drawn from (mainly) 
US, British and Japanese gardens. 

Deitz (pronounced deetz) 
forfeited the opportunity to proceed 
to a doctoral degree while studying 
French literature in the 1970s so that 
she could write at length ‘for people 
who would read my work riding 
the subway without knowing who 
I was. Belatedly, inspired by such 
luminaries as Le Notre, Olmsted 
and Beatrix Farrand, these essays 
comprise the thesis she never 
wrote: academia’s loss, our gain. 

Alongside commentaries on 
historical sites (Kew, Versailles, the 
Taj Mahal) she meets present-day 
landscapers Charles Jencks, Kathryn 
Gustafson and Michael Van 
Valkenburgh, and muses on such 
ephemeral delights as Maine’s 
‘cultivated coast’ and a Massachusetts 
woodland in full autumn garb. 

By borrowing Francis Bacon’s 
famous title of 1625 Deitz sets the 
bar high, but the reader is never let 
down or made to feel short-changed. 
David Wheeler is the founding editor 
of the horticultural journal Hortus. 


book offer 
RRP £19.50. Reader offer 
price £18 including p&p. 
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BIRD, BEE & BUG HOUSES 
by Derek Jones 

Simple and easy-to-build 
refuges to attract wildlife 

to your garden. 

GMC, £14.99 

ISBN 978-1861086440 


GARDEN GUIDE: 

NEW YORK CITY 

by Nancy Berner 

& Susan Lowry 

Vital pocket-sized reference to 
the gardens of the Big Apple. 
Hearst Books, £14.99 

ISBN 978-0390733075 


HERBAL 

by Deni Bown 

New edition of Bown's classic 
2001 encyclopedia of herbs 
and their uses. 
Anova/Pavilion, £14.99 
ISBN 978-1862058927 


HERBAI 


SHED NATION 

by Dan Eckstein 

This practical manual from the 
US is dedicated to designing 
and building your own shed. 
Includes detailed plans. 
Hearst Books, £14.99 

ISBN 978-1588167125 


SHED 
#a Le 


NATION 


Most books featured on our pages are available to 
readers at special rates. For details of book offers, 
arranged in association with EFC Bookshop, go to 

www.gardensillustrated.com or call 01872 562318. 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles 
listed here, and mentioned in the magazine, are available to 
order via the website, www.gardensillustrated.com, Alternatively, 
call 01872 562318 with your credit or debit card details, or send 
a cheque payable to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: BBC Bookshop, 
PO Box 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4WJ. Free delivery within 
UK. Worldwide delivery available, p&p calculated per order, 
please call 01872 562318 for a quote. BBC Worldwide is the data 
controller under the Data Protection Act 1998. All book orders 
are subject to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last. 


ITALY’'S PRIVATE GARDENS: An inside view 


by Helena Attlee (words) & Alex Ramsay (photographs) 
Frances Lincoln, £35, ISBN 978-0711229105 


This book can be considered the 
companion volume to the author's 
2006 book on the great historic 
gardens of Italy, though it is quite 
different in tone. Of the 19 gardens 
here, only a handful are widely 
known — Ninfa, La Foce, Villa La 
Pietra — while many of the others are 
frankly obscure. But that’s not the 
point: the gardens have been chosen 
not so much on the basis of their 
inherent quality or importance but 
because of the personal stories of the 
people who look after them today. 
This is a ‘book built around 
conversations’ and Helena Attlee 
quotes liberally from the owners, 
writing in a personal, anecdotal, 
occasionally chatty way. It makes 
reading it an intimate experience, 
like spending the afternoon 
wandering these gardens in the 
company of unfailingly charming 
upper-class Italians. 

That strong sense of personality 
is enhanced by the large photographs 
of the owners and gardeners — 
though on balance I would rather 
they had been less prominent. In 
truth, the book does not hang 
together well visually — some of the 
gardens just don’t add up to much, 
and appear to have been chosen 
chiefly because the author adores the 
owners. But on the other hand there 
are wonderful moments, such as the 
fine photo essay by Alex Ramsay of 
La Foce, Iris Origo’s garden. And 
who would want to miss the 
portraits of the amazing Gino and 
Dino Morgenni of La Pietra, who 


have worked in the garden since 
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1953, in the time of the aesthete 
owner Harold Acton? 

Other highlights include the 
wonderful Renaissance Villa Cicogna 
Mozzoni, where the author’s risky, 
stream-of-consciousness essay works 
well, and Arabella Lennox-Boyd’s 
predictably lovely inherited home, 
Palazzo Parisi in Lazio. 

The book begins with a 
genuinely charming story about a 
kindly gardener at Vicobello, near 
Siena, who goes off unprompted to 
gather herbs to help the author's baby 
sleep, advising that they be strapped 
firmly around her middle. That’s the 
kind of story that stays with us when 
we visit gardens, and in that sense 
Helena Attlee is on to something. 
Tim Richardson is a writer 
specialising in garden design. 
EDITOR'S NOTE Patrick Taylor 
inadvertently supplied the wrong text 
for his review of this book in issue 166 
— please accept our apologies for any 
inconvenience caused. 


book offer 
RRP £35. Reader offer 
price £32.50 including p&p 
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Beat those January blues with BBC Magazines 


Take out a subscription to any one of your favourite titles and receive your first 5 issues for just £5" 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Making a 


Enhance your garden with this fine selection of 
garden getaways and grand sculptures 


Renowned as a country- 
wide, leading installer of home offices, 
art and music studios, gyms, games 
rooms, therapy/beauty studios and 
stunningly beautiful garden retreats 
to name but a few. The company 
specialises in buildings for year-round 
comfort and works closely with clients 
to tailor the design to suit individual 
needs and busy lifestyles. 


’s new climbing column 
provides a very stylish framework for 
sweet peas, climbing roses or, as here, 
with a combination of clematis and a 
fragrant honeysuckle. For this and other 
new designs in their rusted iron range 
visit the website or call for a brochure. 


Garden ornament maker 

of Tunbridge Wells have a stunning 
range of garden ornaments in their 
unique composite stone that would 
suit any garden. They also offer a range 
of charming bronze and resin animal 
figures for a contemporary feel. 


Established for over 35 years, 

has a 
worldwide reputation for providing 
fine period and reproduction garden 
ornament to discerning professional 
and private clients alike. Displayed 
in the galleries and grounds of 
Taddington Manor, their inventory 
includes sculpture ranging from the 
18th century to the contemporary. 
Architectural Heritage also specialise in 
bespoke hand-carved natural limestone 
chimney pieces and period architectural 
elements. 


have been hand making 
traditionally styled Edwardian and 
Victorian glasshouses for over 25 years. 
Whether you choose from our standard 
range or require a bespoke design, 
our enduring greenhouses meet the 
demands of the discerning gardener 
while sitting comfortably in a well 
created garden. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Discover 


CORNWALL 


CAERHAYS CASTLE 
GARDENS 


Home to a National Magnolia 


Collection, National Podocarpus 
Collection and home to the world 
famous x williamsii camellias, the 
gardens at Caerhays are 120 acres of 
heaven in the spring. They are open 
from 14th February to 5th June, 
seven days a week from 10am to 5pm 
(last admission 4pm). 


NIQTIOIENNRNOE 
@ 01872500025 
WWW.caernays.co.uK 


PRIDEAUX PLACE 


Having survived the Elizabethan, 
Georgian and Victorian eras, 
the gardens suttered badly after 
the Second World War. Today’s 
exciting restoration programme 
aims to return these beautiful 
gardens to their former glory. 
Open Easter Sunday to 28th April 
then 15th May—6th October, 
Sundays to Thursdays. 
01841 532411 
rideauxp 


THE DUCHY 
OF CORNWALL 
NURSERY 


The Duchy of Cornwall Nursery 
stocks over 4,000 varieties of 
plants. Specialities include: 
camellias, magnolias, fuchsias, 
unusual conifers, forest and 
ornamental trees and half-hardy 
exotics. 

@ 01208 872688 


cornwall 
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CONSTANTINE 
GARDEN NURSERY 


Constantine Garden Nursery 


stocks over 4000 varieties of rare 
and cottage garden perennials 
from around the world, and 100 
varieties of clematis and climbers. 
We also offer a bulb ordering 
service and can do free planting 
plans when you order from us. 
Catalogue available. 

Tw 01326 34059 


www.cornwallgardens.com 


DUCHY OF 
CORNWALL HOLIDAY 
COTTAGES 

Cottages in beautiful locations 
throughout our estates, including 
Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. 
All our graded cottages are 5-star 
and are refurbished, furnished and 
equipped to respect the style and 


THE MINACK 
THEATRE 


For gardeners with a taste for 


the exotic! Succulents and cacti 
thrive on the open cliffside 
overlooking this unique theatre 
with its spectacular views across 
Porthcurno bay. Open November 
1 to March 31, 10.00am—3.30pm; 
April 1 to September 30 
10.00am—5.00pm. 

01736 810181 


Ul 
www.minacKk.com 


MARSH VILLA 
GARDENS 


This 3-acre water and woodland 
garden lies in a tormer tidal 

creek, and is rich in variety and 
conservational significance. 
Personally created and maintained for 
25 years, it offers interest and pleasure 
throughout the season. Featured in 
The Good Garden Guide and The Most 
Amazing Gardens in Britain. 


T Ol 815920 
www.marshvillagardens.com 


LAST MINUTE 
COTTAGES 


Looking fora break? A cosy 
cottage for two ora large house 
for a family gathering? Last 
Minute Cottages offers late 
availability for self-catering 
accommodation throughout 

the UK. We are not an agency, 
contact and book directly with the 
property owners. 


www.lastminute-cottz 


co.uk 


Tel: 01206 262387 


www.coulsonsbridges.co.uk 


World of Ferns is a trading name of Rickards Ferns Ltd 


GARDEN BUILDINGS 
Providers of Handcrafted G R E E N H O U S E S 


Oak & Accoya Planters ; *~ A f “a Mir "3 ys, ie 
SS. iy Traditional Edwardian & Victorian greenhouses 
designed and hand made to your exact requirements, 


or choose from our ronge of standard glasshouses. 


www.oxfordplanters.co.uk 
Email: info@oxfordplanters.co.uk 
Telephone: 01608 683100 0800 08 3 9631 
for FREE brochur 


sershousspeople.co. T: 01270 753 826 F: 01270 757 581 


Telephone or visit our website for details 


www.whitecotiage.co.uk g.i@whitecottage.co.uk 


AUTHORS 


Please submit synopsis Stan Fairbrother 


plus 3 sample chapters Bespoke Architectural Garden Structures 
for consideration to: 


Olympia Publishers 
60 Cannon St, 
London, EC4N 6NP 


www.olympiapublishers.com 


GROWING SATISFACTION 


The complete range 
of Chase Garden 
Seeds and supplies 
for a beautiful and 
productive garden. 
Request your free 
catalogue today. 


ape ¥ re Ye HAND CRAFTED WESTERN RED CEDAR GARDEN RETREATS 
The Organic Gardening For the finest in summerhouses, gazebos, outdoor offices & garden 
atal e studios visit our website to inspire yourself with designs for your 
ogu F 


01932 253666 


own garden hideaway, or tele phone f for our brochure. 
01772 814274 


www.OrganicCatalogue.com WWWSTANFAIRBROTHER.CO.UK 
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W G GRACE & SON LTD 


Greenhouses of Tradition 


Standard 
Bespoke 


Designs 


Timber 


and ..as the lush vegetation and colour give garden 


lover’s a feast for the eyes all year round. 
Glass 


Whether you are a serious horticulturalist, specialist gardener or enthusiastic 
amateur, Cornwall's magnificent gardens have everything from wild woodland 
to manicured lawns, the small and unusual, to the large and famous whose 
plants, flowers, palms and trees thrive in this mild coastal climate 


Greenhouses 


To discuss your project please contact: 
01647 252995 


www.wggrace.co.uk info@wggrace.co.uk 


To request a copy of the latest Cornwall 
Gardens guide call 01872 322900 


www.gardensofcornwall.com 


LIGHTING 


=" == : 


~ Light Innovatio 


| For a free brochure 
please call: 


r , 0870 240 6528 


AYEEMMOUSE 
BONANZA 


Britain’s biggest value in greenhouse shopping 


Greenhouse Bonanza offer a wide range of greenhouse 
models and related equipment from leading 
manufacturers. They range from small greenhouses and 
lean-to models to larger and classical Victorian models. 
They aim to be the best by offering superior quality 
products and the very best advice on what is the right 
solution for you. 


WWww.GreenlicuUsebonGnzs.co@m T. +44 (0)20 8873 1582 www.lightinnovation.com 
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NEEDLEWORK 


ROYAL WEDDING SAMPLER 
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Beth Russell has designed this very special Royal 


Wedding souvenir for you to stitch in needlepoint - 
orange blossom for eternal love, forget-me-nots for 
remembrance, doves for peace and happiness. 
Available with either pale gold or dark blue background. 
Details from: www.bethrussellneedlepoint.com 
0207 798 8151 
Designers Forum, PO Box 565, London SW1V 3PU 


NURSERIES 


OUDOLFE fF} 
www.buxus.co.uk 


unclipped Box plants up to 2 meters 


SHOP FOR ALL AT 


www.ashridgetrees.co.uk 


QUALITY BARE-ROOT TREES, 
HEDGING, FRUIT AND ROSES 


¢ Native Hedging « Hedge Packs ¢ Beech * Hornbeam « Laurel © Box ¢ Privet ¢ Yew ¢ 
© Berberis © Pyracantha ¢ Griselinia © Holly and many others 
© Standard trees in sizes 6/8 and 8/10 « 
© Fruit trees (maidens, bushes and half standards) ¢ 
Soft fruit (Strawberries, Raspberries, Gooseberries etc) « 100 + Varieties of rose © 
CONTAINER GROWN HEDGING IN LARGER SIZES: 
Yew * Laurel * Portugal Laurel * Berberis * 
Planting Accessories * DELIVERY NATIONWIDE 


Tel: 01963 359444 ¢ www.ashridgetrees.co.uk 
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NURSERIES 


JungleSeeds& Gardens 


Tropical Seeds, Plants & Unusual Vegetables 
www.jungleseeds.co.uk (01491 614765) 


Buckingham Nurseries 


. www.hedging.co. A> Shrubs 
01280 822133 gil {Trees 


4 Popular with professional and amateur gardeners alike 
for an extensive range of fruit and ornamental trees 
and hedging in a wide range of sizes 
Delivery throughout the UK and Ireland 


St. Andrews Wood, Dulford, Cullompton, Devon EX15 2DF 
@ 01884 266746 | trees@thornhayes-co.uk 


www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 


Snowdrops in the Green | Deacon’s Nursery 


SINGLE SNOWDROPS £9 PER 100 wy h 
SINGLE SNOWDROPS £70 PER 1000 . 
DOUBLE SNOWDROPS £12 PER 100 National S 
DOUBLE SNOWDROPS £100 PER 1000 fruittree > ——a 
ENGLISH BLUEBELLS £14 PER 100 -a]s ~ 
cROCUS £8 PER 100 specialists — | 
ACONITES £7 PER SO meen memset 
MINIATURE DAFFODILS £8 PER SO Deacon's Nursery, Moor View, 
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW 
ALLELES TOR AS AUN = 01983 522243 (24hrs) 
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
a MAKE By Age red | info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
ORDERS PAYABLE TO 
od ANGLIA BULBS, 
LORDS LANE, WISBECH, 
CAMBS PE13 4TU 
TEL: 01945 410966 
Home visits welcome 


Right Plant — Right Price 
www.hedging-forestry.co.uk 


Native Provenance 
Hedging ¢ Forestry ¢ Trees e Shrubs 


Hedging / Forestry transplants from 25 pence each 
Trees 200 varieties 1.75mt to Smt Specimens Native / Ornamentals 
Shrubs 700 varieties Deciduous / Evergreens 2It to 50It Specimens 
Conifers - Fruit Trees - Herbaceous - Perennials - Climbers - Roses - 
Bamboos and Grasses - Topiary Box Yew & Bays and so much more 
Nationwide Deliveries 


Tel: 01788 816611 Mobile: 07885 139755 
www.hedging-forestry.co.uk 


www.gardensillustrated.com 


HOPES GROVE NURSERIES 


Tue Heneine PLantT SPECIALISTS 


Our full colour brochure is FREE on request and includes: 
HEDGING, YOUNG TREES, AZALEAS & RHODODENDRONS, CONIFERS; 
CLIMBERS, GROUN =R, ORNAMENTAL GRASSES} SPECIMEN ay 
ogiR °S, TOPIARY & FRUIT. 
—_e 


Visitors very welcome by appointme 
Hopes Grove Nurseries, Smallhythe Road Tenterden, Kent TN: 30 7LT 
Tel: 01580 765600 * Fax: 01580 7668947 ‘ 


Sy 
email: sales@hopesgrovenurseries:co.uk 


web: www.hopesgrovenurseries.co.uk ¢ ‘won 


= All enquiries and €redit/debit card orders welcome. 
muss Mail order specialist: nationwide delivery. 


Nursery open 9am—S5pm Mon-Fri and 9am=1pm Sat. Closed Sundays, 


Reclaiming the Past ee 
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Building the Future 


Trading since 1994, IBS have a well stocked reclaim yard 
that makes an interesting and inspiring visit. With our vast 


experience, we are able to advise clients on 
scape projects ranging from domestic small g 


restoration projects on properties of distinc 


Opening Times: 


Monday to Friday 07:30-17:00 Saturday 0& 


NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 


all aspects of hard- 
ardens to huge 


tion, 


3:00- 13:00 


Contact us today for all your reclaimed building materials: 


Tel: 01844 239 400 


www.ibsreclaim.co.uk 


SHEPHERDS BUTS GETAWAYS & TOURS 


(ja Sane Soleplani 


i wa ass 
01749 860066 www. theshepherdsrest. net 
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SOMERSET 
SHEPHERDS HUTS 


A room for all seasons. 
Traditional design. Custom interiors 
Display hut available to view. 


Telephone 07967 804 650 
Www.somersetshepherdshuts.co.uk 


www.catswhiskerstours.co.uk tta® 


+44 (0) 141 638 5500 
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ACROSS 

6 Damaged conifer tree’s fruit (3,4) 

7 Rather like a Dianthus? (7) 

9 Location of Caribbean nursery, M&M 
(Ben might come first!) (5) 

10 Red-hot poker ... to set fire to eg 
Star of Bethlehem (5-4) 

1A timely garden feature (7) 

13 South African annual or perennial — 
one inseamen’s arrangement (7) 

14 Colour obtained from eg indigo 
plant (3) 

15 Hazel’s flowery display (7) 

16 Scoundrel takes some avocado (3) 
17 Regular Christmas books, say, of 
African marigolds, etc? (7) 

19 Purple loosestrife genus — 

Mt Hurly, mixed (7) 

22 Tobacco plant genus (9) 

24 Briefly, county location of 
Stourhead gardens (5) 

25 Worked hard and propagated (7) 
26 US ranches’ margarines, etc? (7) 
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DOWN 

1 Location of Pavillon de Galon — even 
crop scattered (8) 

2 Such cultivation not for those 

who would mighty oaks from 

acorns grow? (6) 

3 ‘Garden of England’ hidden by 
bracken, thorns (4) 

4'Roman chamomile’ —- nobilis (8) 

5 Large showy plants — linked with 
Madonna and Tiger? (6) 

6 Discovers ... heads of freesias in newly 
dug soil (5) 

7 Plant lasting several years or more (9) 
8 Our future nurseryman had only 

to change! (7) 

12 Ganna Walska’s Californian garden 
excited old sultan (9) 

14 A ditch’s function ... cultivating 
gardenia (8) 

15 Purity, indicated by bride wearing 
orange blossom? (8) 

16 A flower’s petals collectively — local 
or otherwise (7) 

18 Sugary liquid produced by plants (6) 
20 Those who pull tall strawberry 
containers? (6) 

21 Oak fruits found on sailing ships (5) 
23 Furthermore, some annual's 
overgrown (4) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH'S CROSSWORD AND LAST MONTH'S 
CHRISTMAS PRIZE CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


BACK ISSUES 


OCTOBER 2010 NOVEMBER 2010 DECEMBER 2010 
Nerines profile: Roy Autumn trees at Howick — Winter clematis; 
Lancaster visits the Savill _ Hall; Chrysanthemum Coppicing for summer 
Garden; Carol Klein on plant profile; Design ideas and winter effects; Tom 
autumn planting for garden entrances; Stuart-Smith’s garden 
combinations; Bird-friendly plants; How in winter; Garden of 
A Provence garden to revive old yew topiary the year 2010; Design 
by Nicole de Vésian. and hedges ideas for hedges 

BACK ISSUES 


2009 - December issue available 
2010 - All issues available except June 


+ SORRY, issues published more than 
12 months ago are no longer available. 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost £8.95 each (inc p&p) 


TO ORDER CALL 
1-800-342-3592 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED BACK ISSUES ORDER FORM 

Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 

PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent MES 8DF (You may photocopy this form) 

—_—!_ECK SES 

| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s) 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

L uk-£395 per copy CL. uk-£4.85 per copy 

L Eu-s468 per copy CL. cu- 585 per copy 

L Rest of world - £5.48 per copy C Rest of world - £6.85 per copy 

| would like to order slipcase(s) 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

L UK-£715 each C UK-£8.95 each 

L Eu/Rest of world-£795each  [_. EU/Rest of world - £9.95 each 
(Postage & packaging is included in all prices) 

a l enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 

GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for £ 
C | would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 


Visal_] Mastercardl_ Maestrol_ Accessl_] 
LILLCUOCLCODCULDL DULL ODD 
Expiry date a CI [| i Issue no. (Maestro only) if [— 


0844 844 0253 


Signature Date / / 
YOUR DETAILS 

Title Forename 

Surname 

Address 


Post/Zip code 
Daytimetel no. 
Email address 


Subscriber number (if applicable) 


ANDREAJONES 


next month in 


~>GARDENS 


~ ILLUSTRATED 


Stunning new hellebores * Wonderful Winter iris * 100-best garden plants 
- Flowers among frost at Dartington Hall » Design ideas for pleaching 
trees and training fruit * How to be a gardener — your career guide Mp 


~* 


FEBRUARY ISSUE ON SALE 28 JANUARY 


Available in selected Marks & Spencer and Tesco stores, 
as well as WH Smith, Waitrose and all good magazine retailers. 


the writer's plot 


New Year's wrresolution 


he New Year is not the 
best time to be making 
resolutions when it comes to 


gardening. A vow to sow every packet 
of seed on the correct day is easily 
made on the gregarious midnight, 
when the correct days are far away 
in March, and packets of seed are 
glowing ideals in their shoebox, 
and March seems a balmy prospect 
compared to now. Resolutions, 
inevitably, will either be for tasks 
which you should be undertaking 
anyway, or for projects which, in 
reality, are never going to happen. 
I am good, in general, at keeping 
my resolutions, but I have never 
successfully kept a gardening one. 
Last year’s brilliant idea was a 
determination not to buy any more 
plants until death row was cleared. 
The result was not what was intended, 
but a kind of stagnation. Death row 
is still, and always will be, there. 
Without new additions it became less 
interesting and less urgent every day, 
and the plants in it began to give the 
appearance of being at home in their 
refugee camp, rooting through the 
pots and hobnobbing with weeds as 
though it were all the same to them. 
Ihave learned my lesson from that: 


Frank Ronan is 
a novelist who lives 
and gardens in 
Worcestershire 


-_— 2) 2 > a Oa 0 « 


Is there any point making promises you won't keep? 
Our gardening columnist thinks the unthinkable 


WORDS FRANK RONAN |LLUST 


the pressure of new plants makes a 
garden dynamic. It is when you are 
looking for places to put things that 
you evaluate what is there already. And 
it is all too easy to go from the happy 
frustration of having nowhere to put 
anything to the dejection of having 
gaps with nothing to put in them. 
Death row is your rainy day fund, and 
the more you invest in it the better. 

So what, then, might a useful 
determination be? There are at least 
six unfinished projects vying for 
attention. A resolve to finish all of 
them this year is unrealistic: perhaps 
a resolve to prioritise them would be 
more practical. But on what basis? 

I could waste an infinite amount 

of time deciding, knowing full well 
that I should be tackling the most 
unpleasant, and therefore the ones 

1 am avoiding most, first. The most 
unpleasant, by the way, are those that 
involve mixing concrete, and it is at 

a concreting stage that at least five of 
the six are stuck. My resolution could 


ee 


CC gardens, gardening, gardeners are not improved by abstract 


resolution, but only by more time spent in the activity 99 
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RATION MARK HEARLD 


easily be to seek therapy that will 
cure me of my aversion for lime- 
based materials. There was a 
resolution, two years ago, to acquire 
a concrete mixer, and the machine 
is now blending nicely into the 
landscape, with creepers swarming 
over it and robins nesting on the 
starting mechanism. 

Or what about a sunny morning 
resolution? It is the bane of my life 
that I wake in fine weather and 
think to myself what a perfect day it 
is for the garden, but I'll just knock 
off a couple of hours’ work first. 

Of course, two hours later, I unfurl 
myself from the writing position 
only to see that it is seething with 
rain outside. For some reason, after 
nearly half a century living in a 
temperate climate, I still don’t seem 
to be able to get my head around 
the fact that no atmospheric 
condition is likely to last for longer 
than an hour or two (and if it does 
we will be talking of either drought 
or flood). In the muzziness of the 
mornings I seem particularly stupid 
in this regard, Perhaps the answer 
is nota resolution, but a large 

sign above the kettle saying, 
“SUNSHINE IS TEMPORARY. 
PICK UP THE TROWEL AND 

GO OUTSIDE NOW!” 

What we are saying is that 
gardens, gardening, gardeners are 
not improved by abstract resolution, 
but only by more time spent in the 
activity. It is while you are gardening 
that you get your best ideas; it is 
while you are on your knees 
pursuing weeds that you make your 
greatest discoveries. And a resolution 
to spend more time gardening is as 
pointless as a resolution to spend 
more time sleeping: we already do 
as much of each as our lives and 
temperament will allow. 


Don’t miss our 2011 selection of botanical holida 


Naturetrek 
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www.naturetrek.co.uk 
01962 733051 info@naturetrek.co.uk 


Neaturetrel< Cheriton Mill, Cheriton, Alresford, Hampshire, S024 ONG 
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THE FINEST GLASSHOVUSES MONEY CAN BUY 
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NOTHING ELSE IS A HARI LEY 


For our CURRENT OFFERS call or click 0800 783 8083 www.hartley-botanic.co.uk gi@hartleybotanic.co.uk 
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